* * 4 2 7 ES es © N a * 2 «a 2 3 3 : N N * ey Cans 8 * 
8 x: RA xy ö r . ee CATS 0 4 >, = 1 A N 1 
1 e * ä hee * . 4 Ser G CE Te . ES ">, FI 5 
1 . J 5 7 212 ” * - 4 92 = X 4 
. : 2 ** 5 * 5 *. 4 » * 2 5 } * 
— N - * 5 1 
a 1 "wo * * * 4 o o | 7 = 
» C * - 
, 4 . g $1 
: —— : 7 . _-) 
- 8 2 , $ 7 
” * 1 * 
. L N 
0 ; . ö f i 
. '* * 2 > : [1 > 
. As k. - f F 
9 4 : - : . 7 1 
* : b 
4 F c . x i 
x N — l 4 #/ 1 
———— 5 « — ee ES 1 } N oy 
5 7 . g \ 5 4 N : 4 
- - * * 
P 4 # 
1 
x 
* *. . * i f 
8 * * 7 1 
4 . ATED 
— ; 4 
. 


ON 


D ATION, 


 Tending chiefly 


| To „ to the Attention * the 
Public, ſome Particulars relating to that 
Subject; which are not generally conſidered 
with the Regard their Importance deſerves. 
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ON 


men, a ſincere well-wiſher to you and all 


patience' and good-nature, to addreſs you. 


rte hour of terror and diſtreſs was hardly over, 


and the cloud, which had for ſome time hung black 
and gloomy over this Nation, threatning to burſt 


upon it in a tempeſt of general deſtruction, was but 
juſt beginning to break, when a former weak but 
well-meant Reprefentation was laid before you?“. 
In a ſtorm at ſea it is common not only for pro- 


feſſed mariners and pilots to exert themſelves for 


the ſafety of the ſhip, but likewiſe, in caſe of need, 
every private paſſenger thinks himſelf obliged to 


lend what aſſiſtance he can for the benefit of the 
whole. In the ſame manner, in a time of national 
danger, whoever has the deliverance of his country 
inccrely and earneſtly at heart, will not ſo much 


* The firſt edition of Britain's Remembrancer, the Piece 


here underſtood, was publiſhed in the month of January, 
1778-5, when the Rebel-army was flying before the Duke of 


Cumberland, by whom they were totally defeated at the battle 5 


of Culloden the 16th day of April following. The chief 
deſign of the Piece was to point out the national vices and 
ſollies we were called upon by that viſitation to reform. | 


B conſider 
"TEE 


GAIN a ſecond time, my dear Country- N 


your intereſts preſumes, on your experienced 
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E- Thoughts on Education. EE. 
conſider his own Qualifications for doing any thing 
to avert or mitigate the judgments of Heaven, as 
the Need there is that ſomething be done; and will- 
og gr wt contribute his mite, and exert his abi- 
lities, ſuch as they are To ſlip an opportunity. of 
acknowledging the candid reception given by you 

to what was offered on that occaſion, would be both 

uncivil and unjuſt: though at the ſame time, To 
gain the Attention or even the moſt univerſal Appro- 

' bation of Readers, will by no means give full ſatiſ- 
faction to a writer, whoſe aim is at ſomething! dif- 

ferent ffom both, and who had rather ſee one perſon 
_ fellow his advice than a. thouſand approve and yet 
negle it. However, they, who! grve à friend 


monitor a fair Haring, are more likely: in time. f 
think: of taking his counſel than theyi who/wilfn 

ſo much as hrar him. That the fare of affairs in 

this nation is akered very much for: the better ſince 
the above-mentioned” period, .. 1s certain: That in- 
place of the immediate proſpect of à general co a 
fuſion, likely to end in the ſubverſion of our! civil” C 
and religious liberties, or in a laſting} and! bloody! 
civil war, we now ſce Rebellion mortally wounded; of 
and breathing its laſt; the ſword of juſtice drunk th 
with its blood, and her ſelf tired and ſatiated with I tec 
vengeance; the liberties of our country and the of 
proteſtant religion the more firmly eſtabliſhed for 
their having been ſhaken by the late commotions. 
And have we then no more to think of or to car 


fear, or do ve imagine Heaven has but one Judg- | co 


zent to puniſh national Wickednefs or Indolence? me 
Surcly, if ever it be the duty or intereſt of a na- and 
tion to endeavour, by a ſuitable conduct, to gain the 
or keep the favour and protection of Omnipotence,' tio: 
it is more peculiarly ſo of a people” favoured by fo 
many and fo fignal interpoſitions as we have been. the 


But alas the happy effect, which might have been ¶ lay 
expected from · our dehverance, to wit, the correct. Pai 
ng a | ing 2 


1 en Eiben . i 
ing of our follies and vices;' has not yet appeated 
clearly enough, to ſhew that the late viſitation has 
done its work, ſo as to render a mere Tevere” and 
cffeCtual one-unnetceſſary, n 203 21 ff 4 10 
But; to proceed to rhe Subject of the fallowing 


er. : In the former Eſſay, among other Particu- 


ars, one is fentioned, as well wörthy the atrention 
of the nation, and likely to contribute greatly to 
its advantage, both by its natural conſequences, and 
4 the probability of its drawing down a Pleſing 
us, to wit, The virtuous" and religious Educa- 
ok of the Youth. The ſubject could not be there 
fully treated on, and therefore your ſerious atten- 
tion is deſired t. the following additional thoughts 
on a matter, Which is not only in it {elf of the ut⸗ 
moſt importance, but Which likewiſe ſeems in a 
peculiar manner to want a Teeny” recommendation 
to the regard of the preſent” Age. | 
In the firſt place it ſeems "hardly nee that 
any Parent or Inſtructor of youth, who believes the 
Chriſtian religion, be told, That a ſtrict account 
will certainly Be. required, at the hands of all perſons, 
of whatever the divine — — has committed to 
them; and that, as no Tri N that can be commit- 
ted to any perſon, is of equal importance with that 
of immortal fouls, it is to be ſuppoſed, no neglect 


| whatever will be fo ſeverely puniſhed in another 


world as the neglect of the ſouls committed to the 
care of Parents and Inſtructors of youth, eſpecially 
conſidering; That the ſouls of Vouth are more im- 
mediately committed to the care of their Parents 
and Inſtructors than even thoſe of a People are to 
their Paſtor; as perſons arrived at years of diſcre- 
tion may be ſuppoſed (if they have had a proper 
education) in a great meaſure capable of conducting 
themſelves; whereas the utter incapacity of Youth 
lays them almoſt wholly at the mercy of their 
Tun or Inſtructors for a ſet of habits to regu- 
* Ss; late 


_ 


9 : Thoughts on Education. 


late their whole conduct through life, upon which 
their happineſs through eternity depends. And can 


thoſe Parents or Inſtructors of youth, the number 
of which, it is to be feared, is not ſmall, be ſaid to 
diſcharge faithfully and thoroughly this awful truſt, 
who are ſo far from endeavouring to form the 
minds of the youth under their care, and to eſtabliſh 


them on ſolid and rational principles of Virtue and 


Religion, that many of them do not ſeem to think 
any ſuch thing neceſſary to be attempted, and that 
a youth educated either to an employment by, which 


he may gain a ſubſiſtence, or accompliſh'd in the 


polite arts and ſciences (if his birth be ſuitable) 


has had full juſtice done him by thoſe to whom 
the charge of him was committed by providence, 


One would think no parent or inſtructor of youth, 
who believes that a day of accounts will come 4 
laſt, ſhould be able to think without trembling, of 
the terrors of it, leſt the Judge ſhould then ſay to 


ſuch as have been negligent of the ſouls committed 


to their care, Thou wi and Hothful ſervant, 


<« oughteſt thou not to have improved to the ut- 


* moſt the opportunity put in thy hands, of bei 

“ uſeful to thy fellow- creatures, eſpecially to thoſe 
« immediately entruſted to thy care? How haſt thou 
« ſhamefully xegleFed what thou might'ſt have 
« faithfully and worthily performed ? How haſt 
>< thou, inſtead of being of the greateſt ſervice in 
thy ſtation and a bleſſing to numbers, proved 


* unworthy of thy place in ſociety, and the cauſe 


„ why numbers have come ſhort of happineſs, 
«* Inſtead, therefore, of the reward, that might 
„ have crowned thy labours, receive the doom due 
« to thy wickedneſs and negligence. Nor will 
it be agreeable to any parent or inſtructor of youth 
in that day, to hear any unhappy perſon, formerly 
under his Care, reproach him in the peas man- 


/þ | : * M-tth..xxv. 26. 
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| Thoughts vn Sidi: 5 
ner., 8 Had you faithfully and ſtrictly diſcharged 
<« your duty to me, I had not probably been miſe- 
<< fable this day. Had you warned me of the dan- 
« pers of vice and irregularity, I might have 
“ eſcaped them. Had you laid before me the re- 
& wards of virtue and religion, I might perhaps 

& have aſpired at them. Why did you, in my 
E * days of youthful weakneſs and inexperience, keep 
e me in the dark, and ſuffer me to miſtake my 
„way to happineſs for want of a guide? How 
L ce could you be ſo cruel to one incapable of injuring 
you? Ho could you neglect a work ſo agree- 

) + able? How could you trifle with what was of ſo 

1 * much conſequence to one you pretended to love? 
, « Had you no ambition to lay the foundation of a 

. « ſtructure, which might have riſen higher and 
* e higher through eternity? Had you no zeal to be 
f found faithful in the truſt committed to you? 
0 * Henceforth nothing remains but che cruel reflec- 
d “ tion on the loſs of all the inexpreſſible joy we 
3 might have given to one another, had you ſeen 

- me arrive at that happineſs: you had endeavoured 
g 0 with ſucceſs to lead me to, — had J had reaſon 
ſe * to thank you for your care in pointing me the 
u « way; inſtead of which ———?” But this is a / 
re ſubj ect too ſhocking to 9 any farther upon. 
t Lo it ſuffice to add, at preſent, That as, on the 
in one hand, the forming of a rational mind to virtue, 
ed religion, and happineſs is the moſt glorious work 
ſe. an angel, an arch- angel, or any created Being can 
s. | be employed in, ſo, in all probability, it will meet 
ht with the higheſt reward“; on the other, as the ne- 


uc 
iy * hey that bring many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the 

| « ſtars for ever and ever.” Dar, xii. 3. Whoſoever ſhall 
th * break one of theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall each men 
ly ** fo, ſhall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven, (that 


in- 3s, ſhall have no part in the Chriſtian ſalration) 5 whoſo⸗ 
0 ** ever ſhall do and feneh them, the ſame ſhall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.“ 
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2 of an immortal 01 is — ETON moſt 


rtant truſt that can be committed to a any per- 
ſoa; 1 is N e nd with the ſevereſt Fer a 


ment. ; 
Man being 2 creature re difgpied- that oy for 4 
ſhort and uncertain duration in the preſent ſire, 
but alſo for an everlaſting one after this is at an en 


from the hour of his entrance into tie world, an 
exiſtence commences, which is to go on through 


eternity, and cherefore from that time a conſtant 
regard ought to be had, firſt by thoſe to whom the 
care of him during his minority is committed, and 
afterwards by himfelf; to each ſeveral Period -of his 
exiſtence, and like wiſe to the unmeaſurable and 
endleſs V pole. If the opinion of the moſt judicious 
be true, viz; That the very milk an ment ſucks 
may have ch an influence upon his paſſions and 
appatites as may affect his whole conduct through 
hte, upon which every one knows how much his 


happiness through eternity depends; I ſay, if this 


opinion be juſt, it is plain, That nothing is indif- 
ferent or ef ſmall conſequence in the education of 
youth, even from the earlieſt infancy : but that, on 
the contrary, things, which at firſt view may ſeem 


trivial, may be followed by conſequences of a nature 


very far from trivial. I mention this particylar only 
by the By, it being my deſign to inſiſt thiefly on- the 


care of youth between the age of ſix and erghteen; 


before which laſt period if the mind of a perſon be 
not formed to virtue and religion, it is not to be 


expected ir ever ſhould after warde. 


Previous to every other ſtep,” that is to be takin 
in the education of a young perſon, is the forming 
and breaking his temper ; by cheriſhing and encou- 

raging the good qualities of it, as Emulation, or a 
laudable deſire of excelling Curioſity, or thirſt after 
knowledge, Humility, Tractableneſs, Meekneſs, 
F carfulnch of 2 and the reſt ; and by cfuſh- 


ing 
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ee een 1 7 
ing gest nipping in the bud the ĩuαον, nt of pern. 
I ciqus: ones, as Anger, Pride Reſentment, Obſti- 
I | nacy, Sluth, Falſhood, auch fo fort. If this wWöfke 
a be neglectediby parents till the age of Six be paſt. 
it need hardly be attempted at all: for the ninꝗ 
ſoon acquites a ſtũrdineſs and obſtinacy that 1 
to be conquered, and bad Habirs become 'qickly;* 
as it were, a part of the very foul; and as Hard to 
be eradicated as it would be to the faculties 
of the ſoul, from one another. A particular chat 
muſt make every wiſe and conſiderate perſon tremble 
at the thought of the conſequences of ſuffering any 
other than goad and virtuous Habits to take po- 
ſeſſion of his mind, and: ſnould make every Parent 
or Guardian of youth to the laſt degres feltcitous 
what Habits: firſt take root in the minds of thoſe 
he has the charge of. 2; 

The whole of — Senn to mt do conſiſt 
of two parts, or to come under two general heads; 
the firſt is, The accompliſhinga pe ron! in ſuch parts 
of knowledge as may be uſeful — qualifying him 
to paſs decently and comfortably through the preſet 
life ; the ſecond is, The right directing him how to- 
prepare himſelf for the everlaſting duration after this 
life is at an end, teaching him how to improve and 
ennoble his nature, and putting him in the way of 
attaining the favour of his Maker, which is only 
another phraſe for perfect happineſs. And by how) 
much an everlaſting duration exceeds the fleeting | | 
dream of the preſent. life, and by how much it is 
more fatal to be unprepared to enter upon eternity * | 
than upon the ſtage of this world, by ſo much un- 
doubtedly it is of more conſequence that Parents 
and Inſtructors of youth have a regard to the Morals" 

and Principles of thoſe committed to their charge, 
than that their whole care be confined to their ac. 
compliſnments and attainments in /eholar/bip, and 
by ſo much the _ fatal- ETON in che for- 
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1 Thoughts on Education. 


mer than in the latter. I would not here be thoughe 


to inſinuate, That human literature is of ſmall con- 
: ſequence in education z on the contrary, I do not 
know one branch of knowledge, which any man 
(of a middling ſtation, at leaſt, and who is endued 
with a tolerable meaſure of natural ſenſe,) had better 
be wholly ignorant of: for I am convinced, That 
giving the mind an early turn to Nuoledge of any 
innocent kind is doing it a very eminent ſervice: be- 
cauſe, being an active and reſtleſs principle, it will, in- 
its ſearch after happineſs, run out in purſuit after either 
the objects of Senſe, to wit, Pleaſure, Power, or 
Reiches; or after thoſe of the Mind, to wit, Know- 
ledge, Virtue, or Religion: and every one knows, 
how much it were to be deſired, that mankind 
would cultivate their rational rather than their ſen- 
ſual faculties, and place their happineſs in the ac- 
quiſition of the objects of the former than the latter. 
Were I to put together a ſketch of what I think 
every youth ought to be inſtructed in, before the 
time of life that is proper for going to buſineſs or 
an univerſity, it would be much in the following 
%% ũ ¹1 (ff. ] ͤ $2 40 
Firſt, the knowledge of Grammar ſeems to be 
a thing of that univerſal uſefulneſs for leading people 
into a method of ſpeaking or writing their thoughts 
correctly and intelligibly, and of rightly apprehend-- 
ing thoſe of others, that I think no man (however 
low his ſtation may be) ought to be without. it, 
and that children, whoſe parents either do not 
chooſe, or cannot afford them a claſſical education, 
ought to be taught Grammar in their mother 
tongue, the ſcience being the ſame through all 
languages. Along with Grammar, Orthography and 
Pointing ought to be taught; as nothing more be- 
' trays a mean and ſordid education than falſe ſpel- 
ling, nor is there any thing more apt to occaſion 
miſapprehenſions of a perſon's meaning, which, in 
; " 2 | | buſineſs, 
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prößet 1h” His letters or other 
profit ome 
andrht 2 £13. JO ONE 67) g Nin Renee 
he Knowledge of Tktin * Greet (eſpecial 
the firſt) ems rather valuable on account” of their 
being the iſndkstien of moſf modern languages, 
than? for their Ben fake If it be true, which is 
commonſy aſſerted: that there is fearce” a radical 
word in any 'of the modern tongues of above two 
ſyllables long, that is not derived from one or other 
of thefts, it cant hardly be ſuppoſed à perſon, who 
18 perfect ſtranger to theſe languages, can thorough- 
ly enter into the ſenfe and Tpirie of his own mother- 
forge: An Arftructing youth in the Totin lan- 
guage, Fiſhoulct think it advifable to make them 


fahinrar with the'F//Horions; father than the Poets, 


as the writings of the firſt are truly uſeful and in- 
ſtrucking, whereas'thoſe of the laft generally tend 
to Hurt the: möfals of youth, or at leaſt to fill their 
brains with farfe and romanti®4d6as; and-to leſſen 


their"valie for truth!“ There are innumerable paſs | 


ſages in Ovid, Horace, and ſome others of the Ha: 
then poets comi only in the Hands of young people, 
— ought not to be in print, r atiy- way cxpoſed 

to public view in 4 Chriſtian country” And indeed 
the peruſal of the beſt of them is only travelling 
through lairf.- Hic, and treatliyg on inchanted 


ground. It is ar Haft abſwlutely neceſſary, that 


youth be guarded from the bad en yt of too great 
an admiration for heathen poet giving them 
early a juſt contempt for its chin fable, and by 


I 


1 


ſhewing them the advantages of our monde. 


fubhme religion when ſet in contraſt with the abſurd 
and wretched mythology of the antients, which has 
nothing in it really valuable, e ept that a little 
knowledge of it ſerves to il rate ſome obſcure 


Prog of”! hiſtory; * ir has greatly clouded and 
* darkened 
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10 Thoughts en Eauuaia- 
darkened many more. The knowledge of. the 
Greek language is worth the Pains of any your 
' Perſon, who has leiſure to attain it; for the fake | 
reading the Septuagint tranſlation of the Bible, the 
New Teſtament, | and the writings of the earlieſt 
Fathers of the Chriſtian church, in the original. 

The French language is ſo eaſily acquired, that, pe 
though not one perſon in an hundred ever has any || tb 
great occaſion for it in life, I think it is worth while 

for youth to employ ſome of their leiſure hours | in 
reading it. 


 Theartof Pris, being a mechanical EET 
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will ſucceed BT Ih l 
Muſic, as it is not ** 8 ory a na- 
tural taſte, ſo it ought to be very ſparingly indulged, 8 
where there-is a genius for it. It is a bewitching art, w 
and one way or other is hurtful to moſt W 
| who delight in and practiſe it. If Dancing is to. be || n 
learned at all, it ought to be diſpatched in early m 
youth, for various reaſons. th 
The knowledge of Numbers is wanted by almoſt at 
very perſon, every day of his life: nor can the t 
| Gi beſtowed in ſtudying the elements of Matbe- er 
tics be grudged by any One who knows their un. v 
. « verſal uſefulnefſs. fc 
The art of Keeping accounts ditinet and regular, al 
aſter the Italian method, is ſo beautiful, and at the I v 
fame time uſeful, leſs or more, to people almoſt in | fe 
all ations in life, that I think no. man ought to 0 
be without it, and the rather becauſe it is in ny at 
ſo ſimple and eaſily acquired. IN 
Geography is a ſcience not leſs uſeful than Rape 1 


for a pericn can hardly enter into any * 1 
4 8 | F 
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tead any piece of hiſtory, or rightly underſtand an 


article in a News! per, without ſome knowledge 
of the ſituations of places: nor does it require any 
acuteneſs of genius or intenſe nen, veing 
almoſt wholly a work of Memory. 

I do not think it difficult to give moſt young 


people, who have reached the age of twelve, tho 


they be not intended for an academical education, 
a tolerable notion of theoretical Aftronomy, ſo as to 
enable them to form ſome idea of the vaſtneſs of 
the ſyſtem of the univerſe, and the general laws, by 
which its motions and revolutions are carried on. 
— be ſaid of the ſcience of Ana- 

* Ng rs ht of the ſtructure of animal 
eſpecially the human. By communicating 
a lite br — two laſt mentioned parts of know-, 
ledge to youth, they cannot miſs being led to en- 
tertain high and elevated notions of the Maker and 
Governor of the world, and muſt thereby be en- 
gaged to fear and obey him from rational and 
worthy motives. There is indeed no part of the 


works of nature, the contemplation which will 
not delight and improve a young and innocent 
mind, and alſo enlarge and raiſe it above every 


thing that is mean or unworthy of its attention 
and the adyantage of giving young people an early 
turn to Knowledge is not to be imagined, as it pre- 

engages them, before the dangerous and miſchie- 


vous objects of Senſe get hold of them, and ſerves 
for food to the mind, which otherwiſe muſt run - 
after gratifications of a far inferior and more un- 


worthy kind. A ſet of microſcopical obſervations, a 
few experiments in natural philoſophy, ſuch as thoſe 
of the air-pump, Sc, and a 4 of thoſe books whi 
are written on purpoſe for introducing youth to [a 
little knowledge of that kind, are all extreme 
proper for employing their laure hours from twelve 
years of e and n Ye 
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4: d „ EC "He, 
huͤꝛe there is no kind of reading that che thee 
: to ſettle the judgment, than that of Hivry and Nb, 
graphy, or the hives of eminent perſons; Which leads 
to the moſt uſeful of all ſorts of knowledge, T mean 
that of human nature, and to prudence in the cons 
duct of life; without which all other Kinds of leaf 
ing. are rather an . than any adyantiy 
in a man's affaits. © " 
' Young; people ought* allo _— their. callielt 
years to be eſtabliſhed in a rationał ſet of political 
principles, and taught the love of liberty and their 
country, and conſequently” the hatred” of Popery, 
Tyranny, Perſecution; Venality, and*whatever eſſe 
is againſt the intereſt of a free people. They onght 
at the ſamt time to be taught the proper medium be- 
twixt an abject and faviſh diſpofition in a p. 0 
on te one ſide, and abſSlure hedhtioufneſs, ant 
3 ſpirit of murmuring and complairin - without" rea- 
| Gn againſt their governors, en the 0 ger; and char 
3 the true ſpirit of liberty is always corrected and-re- 
ſtrained by a proper al miſſon to government. .'Thes 
ought as ſoon as poſſible to be prepoſſeſſed again 
Party diſputes and contentions, and taught to judge of 
them from Hi ſtory, and ſhould be informed, that what- | 
ever the furious zealots on each fide have pretended, 
experience has ſhewn, That Self has been generally 
at the bottom with Eoth ; that party is very juſtly | 
faid to be the madneſs\of many for the gain of 4 
few; and that a Parriot \is ofily a Courtier out of | 
place, and” a Covitier a Patriot in place: That 
wherever a fer of men are found to ſtick obſtinatel7 
together, to go through thick and thin, ant to ap- 
prove and difapprove conſtantly the ſame meaſures 
and proceedings, it is almoſt an infallible 'mark of | 
party; becauſe'ir is Rard! conezivable, that a great 
namber of men ſhould e: ly agres in their ſentiments 
| upon a great number &f different Points, \witftbut's 
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cannot therefore” be tc in " Forcwarnied® of khe 
ſtrange viciſfitudes of tar! life, they may Aer? 
wks have” occaſion” paſs bach oh'; ner too 
ſtrongly guarded againſt the 5 arts vf flat⸗ 
terers or other crafty and deſigning men, nor too 
well inſtructed · how to dttect them. They ſtiould 
be tauglit a ſeries of rules for their prudent: conduct 
in life, and how to diſtinguiſn the faulty from the 
laudable, to which it bears the neareſt feſctmnbfance; 
the prudent from the ſuſpicions and over-catifious, 
— generous from the laviſh; the frugal from the 
ggardly, the diligent from the covetbusꝭ and ſo 
forks: There ſhould be a variety of Caſes pro- 
poſed to them, taken frot what uſualhy happens in 
mens commerce and intercourſe witli oe Noth; ; 
and they ſhould be taught to judge ang Uiſtinguiſh 
nicely what is proper” and what Amer, to be 
done in each of them, and the reaſ ons. 
Young people ought to be ſtrongly ang det 
prepoſſeſſed againſt the thtee fatal Baits, "Whne 
jure the bulk of mankind, and draw ther 
infinite miſery and misfortime in the prefe 
and often into utter deſtruttion at Taft, ' T 
Ambition, Coveibou ſneſ, and Love of Pleafure? 
ought to be taught, That the ſatisfaction 6 Ciel 
be ſo called) which Ambition offers, is altogether 
imaginary, conſiſting wholly in the applauſe pf vt others, 
which will never give arly happineſs 19/2 wiſe: nai, 
as it is of no value unleſs where it ſerves" to Torfirh 
the judgment of his owti'Conftitnee.” That ho WI 
or good man will ever do any action for the * 


" "od - | Thoughts on Education. 
of applauſe, which his own conſcience will not war. 


rant, nor will he abſtain from or diſapprove of any 
which his own conſcience atteſts to be good and 
virtuous, and proper to be done in his circum- 
ſtances, merely becauſe he knows the ſuperficial 
multitude will find fault with it, whe almoſt con- 


ſtantly approve and diſapprove in the wrong place, 
Io create in young le a T0 of the 


erroneous and ill-judged applauſe of men, ſuch in- 
ſtances as the following ſhould be often-laid before 
them, and the miſtakes of common opinion expoſed 
to their obſervation, ' That we ſee the moſt labo- 


tious, induſtrious, and uſeful part of mankind 
generally treated with negle& and contempt, and at 


the ſame time the idle, the inactive and moſt uſe- 
leſs part of the ſpecies, I mean, the rich, who feed 
and riot, and fatten on the labours of their fellow- 


creatures, adored as gods upon earth. That we 


ſee mankind admire learning, wit and courage in 
men, and outſide beauty in the other ſex, and all 
the while neglect the leſs oſtentatious, but infinite 

more valuable virtues of humility, meekneſs, pru: 
dence, benevolence, patience, and mortification, 


That the ſuperficial multitude have diſgraced the 


honeſt huſbandman, who employs himſelf in raiſing 


out of the earth what is the ſupport of the life of 


his fellow-creatures, with the contemptuous name 
of Clown, and have at the ſame time dignified thoſe 
wild-beaſts called warriors, who ſpend their lives in 
butchering their fellow-creatures, with the title 'of 
Heroes or Great- men. That according to the com- 
mon opinion ef mankind, it is no ſhame to get 


wealth by grinding the face of the poor, by craft, 


by ſcraping, and all the mean arts that can be 


practiſed with ſafety from the laws of the land; but 


it is a great ſhame to be poor for want of im- 


hs BE 


qarrowneſs of conſcience, or too much largeneſß 
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of heart, That, according to the opinion of man- 
Ad ed, and proſperity the moſt to be deſired; whereas 
the truth is quite the contrary way: for that pro- 
al ſperity generally hurts mens virtue, whereas adver - 
| fity for the moſt part ſtrengthens the mind, and 
e. makes the heart better; ſo that the bulk of man- 
kind being by divine providence ſubjected in the 
„ | preſent ſtate to various hardſhips and miſeries, is a 
'e mark of the tenderneſs of the Governor of the 
d | world to his creatures. That according to com- 
mon opinion, it is a greater happineſs to get and 
d board up, than to deal out liberally and generouſly ; 
at BE whereas in truth, to beſtow with prudence on the 
. I deſerving and indigent. is like a god, and to ſcrape 
d I} together riches, like an earth- worm. That ac- 
/- © cording to common opinion, it is a crime in a man 
of fortune not to live extravagantly, that is, accord- 
in ing to the vulgar notion, ſuitably to his fortune. 


Whereas the truth is, that for a man of great wealth - 
to ſpend his whole income without beſtowing a rea- 
fonable proportion of. it upon the truly indigent, is 
embezzling what was only intruſted to him, not given 
him; a great eſtate being properly a ftewardbþp 
committed to a particular perſon for trial of his 
charity, and his abſtinence, as poverty is a trial of 
another ſet of virtues, and not the effect of any 
partiality of divine providence in his favour to the 
prejudice of other men. > 14 6 
A youth, early and frequently led to obſerve in 
theſe and innumerable other inſtances the falſe and 
erroneous ways the multitude have of judging of 
men and things, muſt ſee the folly of placing one's 
happineſs in their applauſe, and will thereby learn 
to deſpiſe the allurement of Ambition. And in- 
deed it is the fault of his parents or inſtructors, if 
he be not made to underſtand, that he who never 
knew to diſtribute unſeen and unthanked, to ſteal 
TY wa Y e 
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opportunities of doing worthy actions; never to be 
known Publiekly, till read out of the recrdsp b 
which we are to be judged" at tile laft day; who 
nevericould: 3 #6 What the eftoneous' world 
calls:>Meanneſs, for the fake o of doing ged. chat 
who ever could do theſe things, And" do them 
without ſo much as 4 wiſh fer any bther” ap approve 
tion than-that of hiseorſeichce'#hd 12 and 
who has 1 reliſh for this feaſt» of whe” mund in 
his private! retirement, Rn6ws nothing df the. dif 
intereſted ove of God and of /goodnels for theit 
dum ſakes: 2-0 Tar TOTROTS 3 i cine ib 
And: erg prevent. 4 young perſonꝰs being 1 el 
by degrees, as he air life, into the love of 
money ad at · length into covetouſneſs, Re oug ht 
to be made tõ undefſtand;thar the only real aus 
of riches is, their being capable of being applied! to 
the purchaſe of the: ecetfaries and coweſtencies of 
life, and to the relief 'of 'the indigent. "That the 
contents of all the mines of Peru ave? fiot in *6alit 


. iv valuable, as one acre of ground covered witt 


wheat ; and that a freſh egg of more rehÞ Worth 
than. the diamond lately brought” froty the Bragih, 
of much the ſame bulk, which was valued at four 
hundred Millions; becauſe the frſt will [>ve-the 
lite of a human creature from famine; but the 
latter is not capable of being appfied' to any ſort 
of uſe, © beſides pleaſing the eye. That alf above 
the convcniencies of life is abſolutely uſeleſs, and 
indeed troubleſome. That after a perſon has ac- 
quired ſuch a competency as will keep him and his 

family above dependence, and in eaſy circumſtances 
according to his ſtation in the world, it is not worth 
his while to go a ſtep out of his way for the ſake 
of gaining ten thouſand pounds more, becaufe he 
can but live conveniently at laſt, and has no oc- 
caſion to bring upon himſelf more cares and em- 
barafſments. That a few years will * an end ty 
| g e 
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the lifs of the youngeſt man alive, and that it wil 1 


giv him no more ſatisfaction on his death-bed to 


fun FO that he has fifty thouſand pounds in the 


there are fifty thouſand ſhells at 
the REM of the ſea, That, ſuppoſing every man 


infallibly.. certain of gaining an eſtate, who will | 


take the pains for it, which is very far from being 


the caſe, exorbitant wealth and happineſs have no- 


thing to do with one another, bnce we commonly 


fee diſcontented faces in gilded chariots, and day 2 


labourers ma merry in ſpite of toil and poverty. 
That the mod of 5 cakes ofa to 
a thouſand. inconveniencies and temptations, ſuch as, 
The incumbrance of a 257 ud of ſervants and atten- 
dants, The Feel Z of {laviſh flatterers and 
hangers-on,.- The . fatigue of overſeeing great affairs, 
or the vexation of loſſes by entruſting them to 
others, and, which! is worſe than all the reſt, The 
ae of one's virtue, through the; ſnares. of the 
„and the deceit of riches, which are ſo hard 

to ay that we find in fact the rich are, generally 
ſpeaking, perſons of the leaſt amiable: or perfect 
characters. That the honours ſaid to attend on 
riches are a mere cheat; fince the fulſome reſpect, 
that is paid to a rich man at his levee, is only a 
public proof given by the perſon, who pays it, of 
his own want of ſenſe, in being ſtruck with what is 


of no real worth in itſelf ; and being paid to the 


wealth, and not to the perſon, who POT it, 18 
by no means worth envying. 


And laſtly, as to Pleaſure, young people ought 
to be guarded as ſtrongly. as poſſible. LE its 
by being fore warned of its bewitching 


nature, and dangerous conſequences, of its unfatiſ- 


factorineſs, and the natural and conſtant. tendency 


it has to raiſe unquiet and reſtleſs imaginations, and 
ale in the mind; but eſpecially by being led into 


a ta 
| _ pleaſures, 


of the innocent 1 of the criminal 
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pleaſures, and the mental, inſtead of thofe of the 
ſenſes, A taſte. for knowledge, and retirement, if 
young people can be drawn into it, and of the 
. converſation of the few old people who are chearful, 
knowing, communicative, and lovers of the con- 
verſation of youth, may do great ſervice toward 
preſerving them from this moſt dangerous and fatal 
' ſnare. They ought to be told, That there are no 
true pleaſures but what are lawful, and that thoſe 
ſorts of enjoyments, which leave a ſting behind 
them, ought not to be called pleaſures, but troubles, 
and torments. They ought to be frequently put in 
mind, that it is only the good and virtuous who 
have any right to the pleaſures of life, or who in- 
deed can truly enjoy them; for that it is a contra- 
diction to ſuppoſe, that a perſon, whoſe conſcience 
is wounded by guilt, and whoſe mind (if he is not 
paſt thinking, which is ſtill a worſe ſtate) muſt be 
in continual pain through remorſe for what is paſt, 
and horror at the thought of what is to come, 
ſhou'd be capable of reliſhing any ſort of joy or 
comfort: but that a good man, whoſe mind is 
calm and undiſturbed, has both the advantage of 
freedom from pain or fear, and a proper diſpoſition 
for reliſhing the natural and innocent pleaſures of 
life, and is like to receive infinitely more happinels 
from them than a wicked man, becauſe he may 
juſtly conſider them as the gifts of a tender and 
bountiful father, whoſe favour he has reaſon to hope 
for, which muſt give them an additional reliſh, 
and becauſe he expects nothing from them, but 
what they will really afford, and has ſtill in reſerve 
a higher happineſs, after the gratifications of ſenſe 
have done their part. Young people ought alſo to 
be led to conſider pleaſure as naturally and neceſſa- 
tily oppoſite to every thing that is manly or great, 
as it tends to ſoften and enervate the mind, and to 
render it unfit for encountering any difficulty, or 
5 N applying 


: 3 4 ation. 5 
applying to apy labour. 5 Ty "ought to be cold, 
Whatever men may ſay, in the hours 0 
mirth and Jollity, in defence of à volüptuous life; 
there needs no better confutation bf the hood of 
their reaſoning, than what, they themſelves furniſh + | 
for, though. moſt ea in the gay time of life ate 


continually. crying out, that they Have not Had half 
447 ſhare. ls HY pleaſures] of the world; in their 


old age, and on their death: beds they are generally 


Rong, to lament, that 9; have enjoye ed and in- 
d d them a great deal too Hock A youth 


oug 5 to be told, that there is a great deal of 


dan ger, when he comes to die, of his having many 


neglect and omiſſions to repent of; but that there 
is no fear of his repenting. on his death bed, that 
he had 1 potting. to ſee à particular new play on 


the fir or ſlipt an opportunity of getting 
Fi ag OF 15 elite 2 $7 5 ; ſo that ie leaf? 
a life of Tobricty and abſtinence is on the ſafe ſide. 
Young p eople ſhould alſo be Jared for oppoſing 
and confuting the frivolous 1 1 fallacious arguments 
commonly advanced by. their, thoughtleſs 'compa- 
nions of their own age, in defence of a life of plea- 
ſure ; of which, the moſt formidable one T can at 
preſent remember, is the following, viz. Since God 
has-giyen us deſires and appetites, why ſhould we 
not gratify ben at all events? Which thundering 
piece of attille may at once be ſilenced by only re- 
tortin the fo lowing queſtion.” Since God has fo 
form Y me, that when I am extremely heated with 
exerciſe, BY have a. great, deſire to cool myſelf 
quickly a as poſſible, why ſhould I not throw "ff 7 
cloaths, and expoſe myſelf to the air, though it 
ſhould occaſion my death? and ſince I have a great 
thirſt, why ſhould I not drink a plentiful draught 
of cold water,, though it ſhould give me a ſurfeit? 
and, in ſhort, ſince God has given me a variety of 


Lan and inclinations, why Should 1 not ſatisfy 
oh 3 


g bes 'on Eliane 


there 18 no e or a r 
ſpecies, but what , may be Act 7 —.— _ 
may alſo be ahuſed; and that rhe. rule to be ob- 
ſerved with regard to all the natural inclinations 
and appetites, is, Ta gratify fy them. only 5 an ou A 
manner, and within fuch-bounds of moderation, as 
will beſt ſerve to gain the ends for which they wei 
implanted in the human conftitution, and that wh 
_ © ever, breaks, through this rule is guilty of a crime. 
They ſhould be fore warned, that taking a full fwini 
of lawleſs pleaſure. in youth is only treaſuring up 
EFY all the following years of life an inexhauſtible —_ of 
pj and torment, and this upon the. tnoft favo arable 
| ſuppoſition, viz. That they afterwards repent 0! 
the follies of youth, which if it ſhould'not hap en, 
the conſequences are ſtill: infinitely worſe. They 
ſhould, likewiſe be ſhewn the abſurdity of reſolvit 
(as is too commonl done) to indulge themſelves i 
1 all the various madneſs of youth, and to go on in 
5 courſe of guilty pleaſure, with hopes of repent- Il ' 
; ing of it afterwards, That for a perſon to do fo, Il” 
is to hope that he ſhall be heartily. aſhamed and N © 
confounded at what he has done; to hope that I © 
he ſhall a thouſand and a thouſand times ilk it 1 
undone ; to hope that he ſhall hate and loath him- | 
ſelf for what he has been guilty of; to hope that | f 
he ſhall ſuffer. ten thouſand times more Pein from Il ' 
ſhame and remorſe than Ever he enjoyed pleaſure I © 
in the purſuit of criminal delights ; to hope that || * 
he ſhall have the ſatisfaction of knowing himſelf to If 
have been a fool and a madman ; to hope that he' I © 
ſhall have the happineſs of knowing, that he has 
done what may juſtly expoſe him to the divine ˖ 
vengeance; to hope, that he ſhall be obliged to t 
undertake the diſagreeable and almoſt inſuperable b 
taſk O rooting our confirmed habits, and Haiti 
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—— — of — with vices as 
dear to him as a right-hand or a right- eye“, and 
of Wholly new modelling his mind; in ſhort; it is 

to hope, that he fhall-have the happineſs of ſeeing 
himſelf in great danger of final deſtruction. Bleffed 
hopes glorious proſpects ! worthy for which to 
give up one's innocence and peace of mind in the 
preſent life, . N of apply in that 
which 1 is to om. 

Pleaſure” enge moſt allring and moſt dan- 
gerous of the three principal baits that draw in man- 
kind: to the ways of perdition, and being more 
peculiarly prevalent in the time of youth, I have 
been the more copious upon this head: but after 
all, I muſt repeat, that I know of no method, that 
will kave -any chance of being effectual for faving 
young people from its ſnares; without giving their 
minds a turn-anather way, and ſeading them into 
a taſte and love for olyects neee 28 
different nature. 253. 30 eee IH 

By treating youbg people in this: manner as ra- 
tionab creatures, and teaching them to exert their 
reaſon, and to judge rightly of men and things, as 
they are in themſelves, and as they were originally 
conſtituted by the Supreme Being, and not accord- 
ing to outwærd appearance, they would come out 
into the world not as the moſt part of youth do 
from ſchools and colleges, with heads full of un- 
—_— knowledge," the greateſt part of which they 

apply to no uſe in life, but with judgments in 
— meaſure ſettled and matured for action, and 
prepared for the . . life: Ss a { : of an- 
acipated experience. 

But to come at length to the inain; intention of 
this Eſſay, I muſt own, it is to me very ſurprizing 
that many truly learned and ingenious men have 
been at ſo much pains in contriving plans for edu- 
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22 95 Thoughts on Edlen 
cation, and have all the while miſſed or averloake 
the moſt excellent and | moſt comprehenſive: one 
that ever was or will be invented for forming and 
. perfefting the mind, and raiſing it to the nature 
almoſt of angels, and this ſtate almoſt to that of 
Heaven, I mean The CrzrsTIAaN RELIGION; 
One author on the ſubject propoſes, that youth be 
taught principles of ſtrict honour, and à ſtrong 
averſion at falſhood ; another, that they be very 
early taught to conſider themſelves as members of 
ſociety, and to love their country; and a third, that 
the examples of the great men of antiquity. be: ſet 
before them, and that they be often put in mind of 
their conduct, and directed to imitate: it. All 
which ſchemes are ſo far extremely good. But, if 
it be certain, that there are no Truths of equal im · 
rtance to mankind, with thoſe that are diſcovered 
y the Chriſtian revelation, that there are no ſuch 
ſublime or ſuch worthy nations of the ſupreme Being, 
no ſuch juſt notions of the nature of Man, no ſin 
ſuch clear views of his Duty and way to happineſs, | al 
to be found any where elſe as in the Chriſtian ret Im 
velation, nor ſuch a perfect and ſublime ſyſtem er ti 
Morality, nor ſuch a ſet of Yluſtrious Examples of © ur 
true greatneſs and heroiſm to copy after, nor. ſuch if fo 
views of the direful Conſequences of vice, nor ſuch I th 
full and well eſtabliſhed Proſpects of a final Reward N of 
to virtue communicated to mankind by any other 
means; why ſhould Parents or Inſtructors o youth the 
ſtop ſhort, and not rather reſolve at once to take I the 
the only effectual and complete method of orming 
and eſtabliſhing the minds of thoſe under their care 
by making them Or. acquainted with the 
_ Chriſtian Religion? 
That the implanting in the minds of youth a ſet of 
principles of virtue and religion upon the Chriſtian 
plan would be of the greateſt advantage to man 


conſidered either as individuals, or as members of 
* ſociety, 
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reaſoning or argumentation to prove. And yet 
there are ſome, who, to palliate or excuſe their 
own neglect of their duty, affect to repreſent it as 
either impoſſible to be done with any conſiderable ſuc- 
ceſs, or as of inferior conſequence; which only ſhews 
how men can blind or proſtitute. their reaſon to ſerve 
indirect ends. Inſtead of going about to eſtabliſh 
the importance of a virtuous and religious education 
upon a long deduction of arguments, or upon au- 
thorities from the writings of the greateſt men of 
antient or times, I ſhall only take the liberty 
to leave with th entlemen the few following 
Queries, and then proceed without taking up a 
great deal of the leiſure of other readers, to whom 
the importance of the ſubject appears evident and 


Quer. 1. Whether that period of the life of man, 
in which the mind is moſt tractable, moſt clear of 
all manner of - prejudices. and pre-engagements, 


MS - won” 
ſociety, one 


moſt free from the cares of the world, and tempta- 


tions either from without or from within, is not 
univerſally allowed to be the fitteſt for laying the 
foundation of all uſeful knowledge ; and if ſo, why 
the time of youth is not equally proper for the ſtudy 
of Morality and Religion as-of human literature ? 

2. Whether any one can pretend, That either 


the knowledge of the obligations of Morality, or 
the doctrines of the Chriſtian religion are harder to 


be comprehended than thoſe parts of human litera- 
ture, which youth are uſually taught almoſt in their 
earlieſt years, as Grammar, Arithmetic, and the 
elements of Mathematics, Sc +... 
3. Why it is by no means thought proper to 
leave people to find out by themſelves, after they 
arriye at years of diſcretion, the knowledge of Gram- 
mar or Numbers, the art of Writing, and the other 
| | . Oe | parts 
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. | Thoughts "aw: e . 
parts of improvement, which uſually employ the 
years of life, if it be proper (as ſome people 
ſeem to think) to leave them to themſelves to ſind 
out a ſet of moral and religious Principles, and the 
art of governing their Paſſions, till they are paſt the 
proper time of life for improvements of almoſt all 
25 and come to be engaged amidſt the cares and 
tations of the world; or whether any one can 

a Wa That it is more dangerous for a perſon to 
be unubieg in that ſort of knowledge, which is 
neceſſary only for the preſent life, than in that 


which ſerves to pans him for happineſs in the 


life to come ? 
4. Whether there .is any imaginable danger 6 


any worſe conſequence, that can follow from im- 
planting as early as poſſible in the minds of youth 
the principles and habits of virtue and religion, than 
That thoſe principles and habits are likely to ac- 
quire the greater ſtrength the earlier they are im- 
planted, as all ſorts of principles or habits are con. 
ſtantly known to do through length of time? 
5. Whether the habits of Vice and Profanchek, 
which muſt of courſe take poſſeſſion of an unculy- 
vated mind, as naturally as weeds do of uncult- 
vated ground, whether the various cares and. avo- 
cations of life, which in riper years are ever intrid- 
ing and withdrawing one's attention from his- duty 
and the improvement of his mind, whether the in- 
numerable temptations, which are continually ſol- 
citing. our ſenſes, and the prevailing for of al. 
moſt univerſal example; whether all theſe together, 
I fay, 'are not more than ſufficient - effectually to 
prevent any perſon, who has not in early youth ld 
his mind tinctured with principles of. Virtue and 
Religion, from ever acquirirlg chem in "af after 
Part of his life? + i 
6. Whether the only benden, why 8 brought 
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> Mrgogly ariched.to choke ablurities Seng 
their whole is not The mere force of the pre- 
judice of” ehe bes, and,, ſince 4his prejndięe is fo, 
OW ert 5 men obfunately retain, withoue. 
el | ct of irrational and contra- 
dicto ory notions, he ee of w 
fill more and g Sc as 5 he! 3 


if it were not. ripe 8 
it is not Wel North w e 0 * e 


minds of youth;a by of ratio! — Seed 

neſs and. Ob gation of which their reaſon will ew 
them more and more arly” as it improves and en- 
larges, and yr 25 W conſe quently be through 
their who le 0 ts achte both from E 


had dis id in carly eſtabliſhe 
tuous 1 55 higious,, Bo 1. 


been lef 0 imſelf, "the 5 


advantage "of nd, in cafe of their being, both 
in the 15 re 0 ir lives, overpowered by temp-! 


has not a very great 


duc ane urried from. the ways of wirtue and. 
F. ;4ince. - 
that Infin A which will N I 


| ow, thoſe xx pleafyre and ſenſualit 


wen pitt ſooner and. force him "Iike the 
Prodigal ae e Noa? 
to where he ftray'd from, A to ſeek happineſs 
and peace where he knows by his own experience 


they are certainly te be found, diz, in Virtue and 


Religion z Mhereas the other having never been ini- 
tiated in thoſe 
of the happineſs they giye, can hardly either Ee ſup- 
poſed capable to judge how to attam that happinels, 
or be expected to have any deſire for it. 1 


In recommending” dior: rings and nſtt Tt A015 of 4 


youth to makè ithoſe cormmitted to their charge ac- 


quainted with the Chriſtian Religion, L would be un- 
E | derſtood 
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derſtood tb mean, The Religion of the Naw Tex: 
TAMENT. For that the end is by no means to be 

gained by teaching them any of the erroneous LEY Nd. 
5 — Items, which men of weak judgments or of 
crafty and deſigning 8 have ſpun out of the 
own brains, and impo fan e upon mankind for true 
Chriſtianity with the 85 on of anathemas and fire: 
and ſword. On the contrary, there is great Bang 1. 
in a young perſon's being in an authoritatid . 
ner commanded to believe a ſet of Notions, w lch 
his reaſon, as ſoon as he comes to the ufe of! it, an i 
begins to examine for himſelf, as many - le do 
in this age and countryot liberty, will ſhew him to 
be irrational and abſurd, leſt he ſhould conclude the 
Chriſtian religion to * irratiohal and abſurd, ſince. 
he finds that what he was taught for the Chriſtian, 
religion is ſo; and that he preſently grow en- 
| tirely out of conceit of revelation, and turn at once 
daovnright Deiſt. 
A The Chriſtian religion may jultiy be called. * 
cording to the phraſe of its divine Author, + An 
cc eaſy "yoke an a light burden. For it delivers 
no doctrimes, as neceſſary to be underſtood and believe ec 
but what are altogether as intelligible and un 
with Reaſon, and the jufteſt Notions of the n 
of God and the nature * man, as eaſily to ba 
counted for, and as much within our comprehen- 
ſion, as thouſands of facts we ſee actually take place 
in the anger world, and e muſt beheve a 
1 to 


dg: EY" 2 þ# 


+ March. xi. 30. 
* Methinks oſs long Bg g * "9 the Daa bee 
they go to work to pull the Chriſtian religion to pieces on . 
count of ſome particulars in it, which they tell us they cann 

comprehend, or reconcile to their notions, ſhould in 5 firſt, 
place ſhew us, that they can comprehend all the myſteries in 
nature, and reconcile them to their notions. Before they tell us, 
that it is inconſiſtent with the notion of infinite Goc lefg to 
2 : ſuppoſe, That God ſhould chooſe to forgive his offending crea- 
L | tures through an expiation and interceſtion rather than with · 
: out 
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would not be much better for mankind, 
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which it 


Whatever, have clogged it with a heap of Mſurdities 
of their own invention, which it knows nothing of, 


and thus have laid a ſet of fumbling - blocs in the 
way of the honeſt mind, that otherwiſe would have 


readily and cheerfully embraced the truth.” . 
1 muſt alſo here beg leav&®to ſay,, That I ſee no 
neceſſity, why the memories of young people ſhould 
be loaded, or their underſtandings puzzled with the 
more abſtruſe parts of revelation, the comprehend- 
ing or believing of which is no where aſſerted in 
ſcripture to be neceſſary to ſalyation; For it is cer- 
tain there are many parts of ſcripture, which will 


out them, they ſhould ſhew us how it is conſiſtent with the 


notiop of infinite goodneſs, that one half of the animal creation 
ſhould be made to be devoured by the other, and that ſome of 
the moſt beautiful and moſt _ harmleſs of God's creatures 
ſhould be expoſed to continual. fear through their whole lives, 
and gt laſt tc A &mel death, for the ſake of ſupporting ſonſe 
other ſpecies, of creatures, which to us ſeem, to be the very ble 
of the creation, and the burden of the earth. Before they 
begin-to diſpute the "truth of the Incarnation, becauſe they 
cannot comprehend how One, who was before the creation, 
ſhould take upon him a human body, they ought firſt to ſhew 
us that they underſtand exactly how a human or any other 
ſpirit is firſt, placed in the body it animates, and wherein the 
abſurdity lies, of ſup 
a body created'a thouſand years after it begun to exiſt, more 
than in ſuppoſing that a ſpirit may animate a body created an 
hour after it, or before it, or at the ſame time with it. And 
before they begin by long deductions and ſubtile reaſonings to 
invalidate the proofs of Chriſtianity, which is not founded in 
argumentation, but in ſimple facts incomparably better atteſted 
than any facts in.,4i/ory, they ſhould ſhew' us, that all the 
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life, and without regard to fu- 
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g A ipigit capable of being placed in 


relations in hiſtory, that are true, are incapable of being cavillod 
Ee 3 


never be neu underſtood in thisrhfe da but it is 
thoſe. Walen = Hp. 
nou 


harſhneſs in Judging of. others, ſince the Great, #ho 
Wiſe, and the Pious have in all ages differed; un 


time always allowed one another full liberty _s 


| declares, in the ſumplicity and ſincerity of his hea 
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no where aſſertę 77 eg 


And far je 


any party or fo 2 nciflar Spin On the 
contrary, * 0 1 2 to be ng their .carlicſt yea 
0 "nit all manner of aarrownels er 


ever will differ, in particulars; hut have at the amo 


examining, and declaring their ſentiments. And 
indeed the wrath of man will never ware the righ- 
teouſneſs of God. Perſecution or ill; uſage on ac- 


count of matters of opinion are not the ways ta 


ſupport Truth; but have been invented and -prace 


tiſed merely te aggrandize and ſupport Parties and 
worldly intereſts, To ſays- that the $ruths- of #$ 
ligion are not able to ſupport themſelves upon a fair 
and candid examination, without aſſiſtance from 
| ſecular power, is ſaying, That they are not agree 
able to reaſon, or that their evidence is not ſuffcient, 


or that the author of our religion committed. a nul 
take in prohibiting his apoſtles and followers, as h | 
every where does, ever to make uſe of . to 
pply to the ſecular arm. Upon the whole, ir 3 | 
my judgment,” that young people güght 1 
taught, That there is.no 766 ſo bad, nor ſo con! 
trary to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity/s, to believe it 
to be proper or lawful to hate or per ſecute a fellow- 
creature and a brother, for an Opinian, which he. 
5 
he has impartially examined, and thinks he finds tq 
be agreeable to the ſenſe of Scripture. od oa: 
Firſt then, taking it for granted, that che youth, 


| to be inſtructed in the Chriſtian religion, has had | 
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beauties. of the Chriſtian diſpolickens ef Hum. 

ty, Meekneſs, ng Benevolence, and the © 
reſt,” are obvious to t apprehenſion f a h "x ; 
for a ſenſe of right. gar 1 vrong, - and of the excel 99 
lencies of virtue and the deformities of Vice, i | 


what appears in che | EY 
openings of reaſon. -WmEs p Yi "i* © ? 
perfect, and moſt” ſublime of all cms of *'Mo> 
rality, our Saviour's Diſtourſe on the Mount Mar. v, 
vi; and vi, ougbt to be impririteg 4n_ indelible 
characters pn his underſtanding” and memory. 
Whatever, th rough the diſadvaritage of the hs: * 
literal trarflati6n, and of a few antiquated words, » 
uſed by/the®tranflators,' is not obyious to him, 
ought tõ de explained, and nmel over and over 
examined fror timè to time; to ſee that he re- 
tains the clear and full ſenſe of thoſe divine p 
upon — mind. He ought to be taught, that his 
rig-happineſs, and that of all men to whog 
Chriſtian ty is known, depends upon his forming 
mind and practieę upon that perfect mode He 
ought to be ever day told, That, if. he do not 
acquire the D ne, chere recommended, and 
obſerve. the Laws there eſtabliſhed; he cannot poſ- 
ſibly arrive at happineſs iat laſt; as he neither car 
in himſelf be gualißed for it, nor will the 
Judge of all: confer it on any who are diſobedient: 
He ought to be bs inforined* that every degree of 
Anger, Malice, Pride, Obftinacy, Falſhood, and 
ſo forth, are breaches of this awful and tremendous 
all to be Judged at * 2 
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is own conduct by 


when he ſwerves from of 
5 perſon had better h 1 
in his notions of a Ya or lechef matters of ſcience, 
tor we are properly moral agents, 
ſtate is to be determined accord - 
ing to the eternal rules of moral Right and W. rong, 
as they ſtand in the Divine mind. And in allſciences, 
except Morality, either our knowledge is ſcanty, 


or our opinions uncertain,” our reaſonings fallacious, 


our enquiries laborious, our“ diſputes endleſs, in | 
ſome our poſitions unintelligjbl by the bulk of 
mankind, and in others our diſcoveries uſeleſs. In 


to know when be 


or ar | 


Morality. our knowledge is. perfect, our opinions 


are in the main agreed, our reaſonings clear, our 
enquiries eaſy, our diſputes (if thereꝶ he any ſuch) 
determinable from revelation, our poſitions inte 
bi to all capacities, and the knowledge of t 


ubject abſolutely elbe to pur N | 


here and heredfter. N 


There is no young pefſoll, 60 a wk capacity] | 


of the age of ten, or upwards, but may be led on 


gra lually through a ſcheme or view of natural and 


revealed religion from the firſt Principles of com · 


mon ſenſe in the following manner. Firſt, No 
youth of that age is ignorant that God made him 
and all the world. Next, in order to- give him 
ſome notion of the Supreme Being and his 

tions, he may be eaſily led to judge, that a Being 
who could make the vaſt fyſtem of the univerſe, 
the earth, which is ſo great that there are many 
regions, of it FG unknown *, and the ſun, the 


: a 5 
. for an Inſtruftor, of 


* ar it is to be ſu T 
youth to turn to a book of 
mind of what he has taught him of 5 peatneſs ob wh 
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Fa, all- 2. Tha mY 
t he'who 
animate and. 
inanimare creatures, .nicely fitted” for. their | 
ſeveral uſes, that the mbre; we, examine, the more 
ſhall, oi and eſign we find , muſt be a 
Being of inconceivable wiſdom. And that He, 
wh has made ſuch, ample ptoviſion of convenient 
and pleaſant deb c of ſuitable food, and even 
of 1 act, delicacies and varieties for his crea- 
tures ||, muſt undoubtedly be endued with undound- 
2 ee and bene volence. Thus a Jouth may 
conyinced of thret of the. divine attrihutes, viz, - + 
nes I wiſdom, r 5 almaſt by 
his bodyly*ſenſes. The others he may by d — 
be led Wee 2 as well as his 2 804 —4 
pacity will admit. After this, it is natural to atk | 
eee whether he does not think, chat he and all 
reaſonable creatures are obliged to dome kind 
ſervice and duty to the Creator and Governor a 
all things, upon whom all depend, and to whom 
all creatures are indebted for whatever: they enjoy 
or hope, and to whom they muſt. be accountable at 
laſt,, Then he may be made to underſtand, that 
if he ought to love, honour, and obey his earthly. 
parents, he ought much more to love, honour, and 
obey the great Father and Creator of both his pa- 
rents 2 and; himſelf, .and of all mankind, Thar if if 
he ought to behave in he ſame. manner to his in- 
ſtructors and teachers, he is much more ſtrongly. 
bound to thoſe duties eum the God af dem 


* And wir it would be ——_ to ſhew ics a general views. | 
of the magnitudes and diſtances of the heavenly bodies 1 in any 
of the moſt fimple and familiar books of aftronomy, | 

+ Derbam's Phyfico-theology, Nature Amer d. &e. will be 
proper to conſult here. 

F See thy ras and various other authors on chele ſabjedts.. 
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to the advantage and iniprovetnent of his cteatuf 


will and ryranniea! pleaſure; but for anſwering” 


© pig , >" 


hit, #and to whorti he himſgowes ce hoy 
| gent. That, if it 18 baſe and Mabel to} 
gree to be forgetful le kindneſſes do! 


by: meh, who have it not in their Porr; to do | 
him any very great favours? it muſt be infinitely: , 


mote ſo to be/unthankful te nn, * hom he; 
owes his very being and all he empys." 


boys. And . 
chat, if it be extremely fool and”: 


»d <8 . 


bo pen n and , 
and is mort for lis Gan my ee DRY 
tage, it is beyond” conception impious and ridicu-| 
1665 to refuſe! obedience” to the ſupreme Lord s 
Ruler of all things, who can eruſh or deſtr 
world with a word, efpecially ſeeing the obedleficg 
he requires is in iwer Ki ghly  reafbrable;” and tetids 


and is not required” of them from mere ace 


— of their . and to qualify them for af 
6 3. , x | 1 14.4 
After this, it is proper to inform a yourh, whit 
God has <communicated to us his will by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſent him into the world to give us LY 
more perfect Rule and Directory for our obedience 
than was ever known to mankind before, as well as 
to revive what moral Kknowlenge through barbatity. 
and vice was loſt, and that therefore higher degrees 
of ſtrictneſs and purity of life and manners Will be 
required and expected of us, chan of the reſf 
mankind. Bt * * 
To hear the Chriſtian religion recommended, to 
ſee the beauty and propriety of moſt of its laws, 
and to let it. paſs. without oppoſing it, but at dhe 


ſame time without being in a rarighg! manner con- 
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vinceq of its being 
reception as this will never effectually engage any 
one to it, nor ſecure him from explaining away 


many very important parts 
and of a ſtrictly 


thorough examination found it to bear the marks 


and characters of an appointment of God, will 
not ventũre to trifle with any of either its doctrines 
or precepts, but will be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable to 
the laſt, in the belief of the one and the practice 
of the other, in ſpite of all the trivial objections 
and cavils of Deiſts againſt its doctrines, or Liber- 
tines againſt its precepts. And he, who on rational 
grounds receives and embraces the Chriſtian reli- 


gion, and in the ſincerity and honeſty of his heart 
defires to believe and underſtand it as it is in ſcrip- 
ture, without partiality for or againſt any particular 
doctrines or opinions pretended to be revealed in it, 
> earneſtly ſtrives to his utmoſt power to 
form his mind and regulate his practice according 
to its laws; ſuch a perſon, without doubt, is not 
far from the kingdom of God. It is therefore my 


opinion, that neither miniſters from their pulpits, 


nor thoſe who have the care of youth, can labour 
this point too uch, nor employ too much time 
and pains in e abliſhing thoſe committed to their 


charge in the rational and well. grounded belief of 


Chriſtianity, eſpecially in an age in which a ſet of 
vain and ſhallow pretenders to wit or reaſoning are 


on all occaſions endeavouring (unluckily enough in- 


deed for themſelves) to ſap the foundations of it. 
We find in Scripture, . that Faith or Belief is 
generally put for the whole of religion ; and very 
juitly : for it is the foundation upon which the 
whole muſt reſt, and wherever. it poſſeſſes the mind 
of a . in its full may and evidence, it will 


influence 


guy of ume — 


both of a ſound belief 
regular practice. But he, who 
receives and embraces it, becauſe he has upon a 


— - MCC 


influence and 3 his 9 e and, 
affect his whole character. And that the firm Belief 
of genuine Chriſtianity: is the moſt. effeftual means 
that can be imagined for. ennobling and perfecting 
the human nature, is undeniably plain from com · 
paring the character of the bulk of mankind in 
Heatheniſh countries, where the light of Chriſliani- 
ty has not ſhone, and in popiſh, where it has been 
extinguiſhed by error and ſuperſtition, with Nh 
character of the bulk. of the Chriſtians of the 
ages, who enjoyed 1 it in its original purity, as t Ul 
Rand in hiſtory. And that the lives and chara am. 
of pretended "Choiſtions in ſucceeding ages have 
come ſhort of thoſe of the primitive times, is owing. 
alone to the want of that ſtrong and ſteddy belief of 
it in its original purity, which they had. For. its 
natural effe& and tendency has ever been and ever 
will be the ſame, and wherever it is underſtocd and 
embraced as it was at firſt delivered by its diving, 
Author, it will produce its effect. And wherever. 
it is fairly propoſed, undiſguiſed and uninjured by 
the inventions of men, with all its evidences and all 

its excellencies ſet in a ſtrong and proper light, it- 
Will not fail to produce conviction,in any teachable 

and unprejudiced mind. Whoever therefore has 
it in his power to do juſtice to the Chriſtian religion, 
and has opportunities of promoting the reception of, 
it among mankind, which I am ſure, Parents and 
Inſtructors of youth have, whoever has ſuch oppor- 
tunities, and negle&s them, muſt anſwer another 
day, for ſuch neglect, as he beſt can. 

I do not think there are many young people, 
of ten or twelve years of age, or upwards, but 
what are capable of entering into ſuch reaſoning as 
the following, and perceiving the force of thę fol- 


lowing evidences of Chriſtianity. 1 1 
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In che firſt 


ſages here quoted from the New : Feftamient'®, 
that Jeſus Chriſt declares: himſelf to be the Saviour 
of the world and the Meſſenger of God to man- 
kind,” and if it can be ſhewn, that he has brought 
irreſiſtible proofs of his commiſſion; it is certainly 
the indiſputable duty of all men, to whom theſe 

proofs: are propoſed, to bel 


his laws. . 


' Nexr;/if it can be ſhetrn;] That! no perſon ever 


gave ſuchi #atidnal; ſuchi grrat and ſuch amiable” 

views: of the Supreme Being, nor ſuch conſiſtent 

notions: of-ſpirituat things, and of futurity-F as he 

did, as will appear upon comparing the whole doc- 

trines || of the greateſt of the Heathen philoſophers 
. 234.574 # 23; By . 4 2 Wo FEA 


$i + 74 ? with 
4 — 25 
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Mat. v. 151 vii. 21—23. ix. 6. x. 32, 33. xi. 27. 


* 


xii, 28. xiii 37, 41. xvi. 16—20, 27. vii. 17. Xix. 28. 


70, xxiv. 25==27. Johr i. 49, 50. ii. 16. iii. 13—19. 
ir, 25, 46, h. W. 5, 19-477 Vie "27, ze 70 wü 1h, 


17. 33-2 vill. 12759. ix. 4.5. X. 1-42. xi. 25, 27; 41, 


42. Xii. 23— 59, 34837, 445 xiii. 31—34. xiv, 
xv, XVI, xviij will. 36, 37. xx. 17, 21. It will highly 
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xx, 28. xx, 16. xxiv. 30. W. 36." xxvic 64. Luls ii. 
49. iv. 21; -431 ix. 48. X. 16. 'xix;- 10. xxii. 29, 69, 


x 


proper toi turn toſtheſe and the following-paſſages, and expound 


them to the youth 5 and where there are difficulties, to conſult 


a good commeatator. 


* Mat. iv 4. v 3-12, 19, 20, 45; 48. vi. 6—9. 15. 
18, 26, 324 vii. 11, 21-28: viii. 11. X. 15, 2833. 
xl, 22. xii. 25, JO, 32, 36. Xiit. 37—5 1. viii. 14, 35. 


xx. 14. Xxii: 2932. XXXiv. 29—36. xxv." 146. Luke 


xi, 31, 32. Xiii.; 24—30. xv. 3.—7. Xvi. 19,32. XVI. 7 


Xx, 12—27. Xii. 29, 30. Jobn iii. 3—13, 16—22. iv. 
1o. v. 17, 30. vi. 35—41, 44—46. viii. 44. 51. XI. 25, 
26: 1 XIV. 2; 2023. 26. Xvi. 13, 14. 23, 27, 32. xvii. 1—26. 


I ſay the ae doctrines, becauſe, tho“ it muſt be owned, 
That many of the Heathen Philoſophers (who ſeem to have 


been raiſed by Providence for valuable purpoſes) delivered 
many ſublime and uſeful doctrines and leſſons of morality, con- 


ſdeted ſeparately from other parts of their works, it muſt be 


confeſſed at the ſame time, that they mixed with them many 


viding, and hurtful tenets and rules of practice, which drew 
1 : | F 2 | - | : upon 


26 Thoughts vn — „ 
with-thofe contained in the paſſages here quoted, i it 
ſeems highly reaſonable to conclude, that he had 
thoſe notions from above, and was not a Perſan nt 


this Wonlde. TYP TOE | * 1 Bi- n 


And if it can be ane That no. =} the in the 
 workdever propoſed a body of ſuch wiſe and good 

laws for e men's natures and conducting 
their lives , who can doubt, that his len was 


more than nan 
Blut farther, if it: can he ſhewn, That Umoſtir in- 
numerable antient prophecies of the Old Teſtament: 


were fulfilled in him, and in him only +,; is it not 
reaſonable to conclude he really was the anden af 
the world intended 1 in thoſe prophecies ? 171 


| upon them the! contempt of the people of PF times, ad 
greatly leſſened the benefit mankind might have otherwiſe 
received from them: whereas our Saviour's doctrines and 
precepts (as they ſtand in the New Teſtament free from per- 
verſions and niſetpreſenaations) are all excellent, and a. con- 
ſitent, and take in whatever was valuable in the writings: 
of the Heathen Philoſophers, * leave out al that was —_— 
or hurtful. — 
Mat. ir. , 10. v. vi, vii, x. 16, 28, 32, 33s vii. wy 
36, 50. xv. 3—21. Xvi. 24— 28. xviii. 35.79, 1 
18, 21-35. Xix. 310, 14. 1 7. xXx, 26—28. XXiü. 
328. xxiv. 46, 5 1. Fr. 146. ute viii. 15. ix. 62. 
x. 30, 41, 42. xi. 28, 41. Xii. 15—21, 33. 34. iii. 25, 
24—30. xiv. a1 r 15, 25-34. XV. 11, 32. xvi. * 
mo 1015. xix. 12—27. XX. 3, 4. „Xi. 34. 
Zobn iv. 23. 24. v. 24. vi. 27, 29. viii. 34. 1 

+4 26, 44—48. Mb 15, 37 35. Av. * 23. a "_ 25 
1 | 4 

+ Genef. vi. 15. viii. 18. xi. 12. xii, 18. 
xxvi. 5. Xxviii. 14. . — „ Numb. xxiv. 8, 7. Deut. xviii. 15. 
2 Sam, xxii. Job xix. 25. P/al. ii, viü, xvi. 8— 11. xvii, 
xxii. 1, 6-31. Kl. 6, 7. xlv, Ixii, Ixviii. 18. IXix. 9, 21. 
Ixil. . . a9; xci, ex, cxviii. 22. t/a. i iv. 2. vü. 14. 
IX, 2, 6, 7. Xi. 1-5: xxviii. 16. XXRih. 1. XXXV. * 
3. xlii. 1—4, 6—8. xlix. 5. 1. 4 10. li. 2— 12. Iv. 
I=5,, Ixi. 1,4, Ixiii. 1-9. Ferem. xxiii. 3, 6. XXX], 22. 
Axxii. 1—26. Exel. xxxiv. 23, 24. XXXViii. 24. Dar. 
1.4% vi. 13. i. 36. Heſ. xi. 1. Micab v. 2. A. 
ii. 7. Zach. iii. 98. vi. 12. 235 xii. 10. xi. 7. 
Lit, 14. iv. 5. i 5 


And, 


— Ping 
it And, ii meg, tht he was far un 
d gaining any'temporal advantage by ſetting | up his 
of — in the world, that he expoſed. himſelf to all 
manner of-abuley; and: to death itſelf ꝓ by it, and 
the that it wass ſo fir frpm flattering the vices and 
d wicked inclinations of mankind, chat it directiy op- 
poſed and iexclahned againſt them e Who can 
imagine he had any indirect views in it, or "yl de- : 
ſign ro 11 n the world.. 2: War | 


of it be certain, from the hiſtory of his life, | 

"Pe d almoſt innumerable miracles® in a 
not innen as healing all ſorts of diſeaſes, 
of ing Dr calming; tempeſts, and even 
* Ah — which never were denied either by 


Jews or Heathens +, and: were the completion of 
various predicticns by the antient prophets; that his 
reſurre&ign; — by numbers, who gave 
r of the truth of it, in -whichit was 
mpoſſible chey ſnould be: deceived, it being a mere 
matter bf fact, and as plain) from the 5 
they expoſed. themſelves to by their adherence to 
this religion, that they had no deſign to deceive | | 
others; that a variety of miracles were per- 
formed by his dllowers — atteſtation — 
trine 8 whieh. miracles they declared to be — 8 
formed for that very purpoſe, and which were per- 
formed before multitudes of enemies and unbelievers, 
in an age andi in countries remarkable for learning, 
under all manner of diſadvantages from the. hatred 


* 1 Mare. xxvi. 1 —25. . — compared with | 
Nlls the two or three laſt e Mark, TH; and John. | 
"mw See note () in pag. 36. | 
1 Matt. viii. 3, 13, 15, 16, 26, 28. ix. 6, 20, 30, 33. 
"4 Xi, 8. XU; 15, 22. Liv. 32, 36. . XV. 28, 30. xüi. 18. 
* xix. 2. XX. 34. Mari i. 34. iii. „ 
N + Grotius, Qf che Truth of the Clrift. relig. 
3 Adds ii. 4. 43. iii. 7. iv. 33. v. 5, 10, 12, 15, 16, 32. 
m1 Vi. 8. viii. 13, 17. ix. 17, 34, 40. X. 46. Xill. 11. xiv. 
; IS xvi, 18. xix. 11, 12, XX, 12. AXXVIL 5, 8.9. | i 
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. of thoſe. in power, and were not like magic tricks, 
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that its doctrines and laws produced a greater effect 


What he declares himſelf, the Saviour of the Vorld, 


| mankind. 3 19 1 1125 1 


Wande an Kaese 
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ſuddenly: over. but of a permanent nature, and: 
might bear being re-examined ;/-/ that public teſti=: 
mon was given by by Heaven: itſelf in favour of then 
apoſtles by ſeveral: amaang ies at ance, in 
the fight of a multitude, Who, to the aſtoniſfiment 
and conviction of three thouſand fone 
heard them ſpeak in a variety of! they 1 
never learned * ; that this religion, Ievelled direttiy 
againſt the favourite vices and inclinations of men, 

ſtript of all outward pompn or ſhew for catehingl the 
admiration of the multitude, was {pread-throught 
the whole world by a few mean, illiterate perſons, 


that it was atteſted by thouſands of martyrs, and 


upon the lives and manners of+ mankind than the 
labours of all the heathen philoſophers put together $1 
and that it was eſtabliſhed-in ſpite of petſecution, 
without aſſiſtance from ſebular power i; that VA 
Chriſt foretold his own death and reſurrection d; ther: 
univerſal ſpreading of his religiontt,: the perſecution; 
of his followers**, the deftruction of — andi 
the captivity. and diſporſion of the Jews IN, alh» 
which came ta paſs accordingly; if theſe fads he 
all certain and indiſputable, what more convincing 
proof can be deſired of Jeſus Chriſtꝰs being trulyzo! 


and the only full —— of the will, of God to- 


It does not appear to me, 458 there is any thing 
in all this above the e of moſt 7 of ten 


*. 417; i ii. 
I Acts ii. 41, 44—47. 3 v. 1116. Ix: 87. 
xvii. 10, 12, 34. Kix. 18, 20, "6. th what is ſaid on 25 
ſubject. pag. 34. 5 Ads ibid. SSW. 


Matt. xvi. 21, xvii. 12. . Xxvi. 24, Se. 
Tt Matt. xxiv. Mark xiii. 10, xiv. 9, Oe! * 
* Matt. v. 11. X. 17—36. xvi. 24. Xxxiv. 9, Os. 
++ Matt. xxiii. 37, 38; xxive 2 15-23, 28, 39—41. TZuls 
xix. At. i. 20, Ce. 
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derſtanding 


III 


youth, rather t 


1 Thoughts on Eduration. 39 
or twelve years of age and upwards z or tliat a youth 
of that age is not as capable of ſeeing the force of 
theſe arguments in ſupport of Chriſtianity, when laid 
before him in a manner ſuitable to his age, as a man 
of Forty. And the leaſt ſmattering of any ſort of 
knowledge received in youthful years, while the 
mind is free and  unprejudiced, the imagination 
warm and lively, and the memory unburdened 
with a variety of ſubjects, is hardly to be conceived. 
Therefore, if any thing be worth learning, or un- | 
2 and perfectly, it is of infinite ad- 
yantage to begin the ſtudy of it in the time of 
han to put it off till riper years come 
on, with all their various cares, avocations and diſ- 
What is wanting in this ſhort and imperfect 
ſketch of a few of the evidences of Chriſtianity may 
abundantly be ſupplied by the judgment of the pa- 
rent or inſtructor with the aſſiſtance of a few of the 
beft books on the ſubj&&t, as Grotius On the truth 
of the Chriſtian religion, Locke's Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſtianity, Dr. Clarke's Evidences of revealed reli- 
gion, in his book On the Being and Attributes of 
God, &c. In which laſt mentioned maſterly work 
there is. a brief view of prophecy and its completions, 
which I would recommend to all, who have the 
care of youth, to give them ſome inſight into, as it 
will prove an extremely delightful and inſtructing 
entertainment to them, and will confirm them melt 
powerfully in the belief of revelation. For who 


can entertain the leaſt doubt of the truth of a reve- 
lation, which ſhews, by the exact completion of its 


almoſt innumerable predictions, that it was given 
by One, who foreknew what was to happen in the 
moſt diſtant ages to come, of which completion 
every impartial enquirer may be ſatisfied, who will 
take the pains to compare the predictions with the 
events as they ſtand recorded in hiſtory. _ x * 
| Ts, | will. 


ſtructors of youth, the following brief, but com? 
. prehenfive view of the ſcheme” of Chriſtiani 


uſe) by a gentleman, whoſe writings on Divine 
arid purity of life is his beſt and moſt 
| Work 


The views it exhibits are theſe.” 


to a perfect obedience to all the laws of God, and 
thereupon inſured of a happy immortality, fallen 


» gee Note (+) pag. WE 9; 


Xv. 21, 22. Gal. iii. 12, 22. Epbeſ. ii. 1, &c. 
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I will here add, for the uſe of Parent and Tj? 
the ground- work of which was formed (for 1 — 
ſubjects have given great pleaſure and improvement 
to many; but whoſe primitive and exemplary piety 
ork in honour of religion. « 

The Chriſtian religion is the publication of an 
Act of grace to a rebellious world, and of the terms 
upon which God will mercifully receive it into fa- 
vour. i . eee eee te 


- F 4 4 
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1. God, the original of all being, the Father 
and Governor of the world.“ e 
2. His creature Man, who was originally obliged 


from his firſt ſtate by diſobedience. 
3. The Son of God incarnate voluntarily giving 
up his life as a ſacrifice of expiation + for the ſins of 
. ; | 7 ; 4 „ man- 


0 r WY — «= «© 


* 


+ Rom. iii. 10, 19-31. v. 12, 14, 18, 19. x. 5. 1 Cor. 


> 


7 To attempt to ſettle the diſpute concerning the true notion of 
the expiation made by our Saviour, or to determine in what ſenſe 
he is ſaid in Scrjpture to have given his lifè a ranſom, to have 
leid down bis life for the /veep, to be the propitiation, the 
Lamb, or victim, that taketh away the fins of the world; to 
attempt, I ſay, to ſettle that diſpute in this litle Tract, would 
be entirely vain and from the purpoſe. Bat I think all fides 
muſt own, that the expreſſions of this ſort in Scripture being ſo 
many and ſo direct, give ſufficient authority to conclude, that 
whatever the ſacrifices under the. Jewiſh ceoonomy were #ypica 
with regard to ceremonial pollution, that the death of Chri 
was re-/ly with regard to moral. Whether either of theſe is 
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* rightly and to their full extent underſtood at this day, or 
which is the right notion, and which the wrong, muſt be left 


to the deciſion of the learned. The comfort is, That all that 


mebts on Education. 4t 
eby at the ſame time God's diſplea- 

ſure at fin is clearly ſet forth to the view of all his 
creatures, and likewiſe his willingneſs to forgive 
offenders upon any terms conſiſtent with the honour + 
of his laws, or in other words, hereby Almighty 
God diſcovers himſelf in the character both of the 
wile and righteous Governor, and alſo the tender and 
merciful” Father of his creatures. 
4. The ſame glorious Perſon by being blameleſs 
in his life, and at laſt obedient even to death, ſetting 
a perfect example before mankind both of obe- 
dience to the laws of God, and of reſignation to his 
5. The ſame glonous Perſon manifeſting to man- 
kind, the perfections of God, and declaring his will 
and our duty in a more ſublime and perfect manner 
than ever was done before, and in an authoritative 
manner, as one who brought convincing proofs of 
his commiſſion from heaven for that purpoſe, and 
upon the ſame authority aſſuring mankind of the 


part of the theory of the Chriſtian religion that is neceſary 
to be comprehended clearly, is Aimple and intelligible, and comes 
to us attended with ſuper-abundant evidence. As for thoſe 
doctrines of Revelation, which will bear various explanations, 
and concerning which the beſt reaſoners differ, being no where 
in Scripture repreſented as neceſſary to ſalvation, while inge- 
nious and pious men exerciſe their wits, without entering into 
Jer + in endeavouring to form juſt notions of them, and 
to get the better of their difficulties, they employ themſelves 
incomparably better, than they could in the purſuit of either 
Riches, Power, or Pleaſure, and the true notions of them, and 
their various connexions with things to us at preſent wholly - 
unknown, perhaps with other ſyſtems and orders of Beings, 
and the extenſive and glorious views they may hereafter open to 
us, may probably furniſh entertainment for ages, and we may - 
then both comprehend them clearly, and ſee the 12288 of 
their being laid before us, even in this life, though hot to be 


fully underſtood till the next. 


* See Note (+) pa 35. | = 3 r 

+ 2 Cor. viii. 9. Spi, i. 8. Hab. i. 9, 17. iv. 15. 
V, 8. 1 Pet. U. 21. 0 a 5 EE 
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and everlaſting happineſs 1. And the Chriſtian 


42 ee Eee 


terms upon which guilt was to be forgi\ 
ceptance to be found.. 

6. On account of the — + 3 the Met. 
Nah, the want of that perfect obedience mankind are 


originally obliged to, the defect of which made an 


expiation and interceſſion neceſſary, is forgiven, and 
thorough repentance for all our offences, and a can- 
did reception and firm belief of the Chriſtian religion, 
when propoſed, and ſincere endeayours to obey its 
laws and attain the perfection of its graces and Wit 
tues, accepted, and made the condition of pardon 


graces and virtues are, Love, Reverence, Gratitude, 
and Obedience to God, Benevolence to men, Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs, Purity, Sincerity, Mercy, Charity, 
mon pt of riches, honours, pleaſures, and all earthly 

things, Heavenly-mindednefs, Truſt in the Divine 
providence and reſignation to it, Chaſtity, Tem: 
perance, Submiſſion to governors in all civil matters, 


. Forgiving of injuries, Loving our enemies, Cou · 
rage to ſtand up for the truth in ſpite of the ap- 
plauſe or threatnings of men, Vigilance and at- 


tention to the concerns of futurity, Watchfulneſs 
againſt temptations from within, againſt the weak 
neſs of human nature, and the allurements of the 
world, Prudence without cunning, Zeal without 
heat or rancor, Steddineſs without obſtinacy, and 
ſo forth 8: The practice of every one of w 
virtues, and the attainment of every one of m_ 
graces or diſpoſitions is in itſelf, naturally, and 
abſtracting from our Saviour's injunRion, OO 


* See Note (*) pag. 36. | SE 

x Heb. li. 17, 18. i. 15. 5. 171. vi. 23—ab. 
ix. 24. X. 21, 22. 

I Ads ii. 38. iii. 19, 26. Rom. iii. 21-29. iv. 5, 16, 
24, 25. v. 1, 2, 10. vi. 1—23, Galat. iii. 614. Ephe/- 
ii. 5—10. Philip. ili. 9. Heb. E 1721. 8 Pak 7. 
ii. 2. | | 


8 See Note 0 pog. 8 
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; " ducation. : 9 
neceſſary to qualify us for enjoying that happineſs, 
to Which the Chriſtian religion is intended to raiſe 
thoſe who embrace it. 

5 Thoſe, to whom Chriſtianity is propoſed, 
obl ged, after a candid and ſincere examination of 
its proofs, to receive it, and ſubmit themſelves to its 
laws *; , „ 

8. Two- very nr hat ſignificant cher undes 

inted by the Author of our religion, as out- 
ward teſts: of our profeſſion, to wit, Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper. The firſt intended as a cere- 
mony of initiation into his religion, and the ſecond 
as a Memorial of Him, and of what he has done 
for us, particularly of his ſufferings and death . 
The aſſurance of heavenly aſſiſtance to ſup- 
rt the faithful, penitent, and . obedient Chriſtian _ 
in = performance of the duties: of religion, and in 
the difficulties. of the preſent ſtate +. 
10. The future reſurrection of all mankind from 


the dead, aſcertained by the reſurrection of Jeſus 


Chriſt & 
11. The final retribution of everlaſting happineſs 


or unſpeakable miſery to every perſon according as 
they have hved e to the 2 laws or con- 


trari iwiſe J. 


ns Matt. viii. „„ 14, Is, os X1. 6. xi. 
3 


40, 42. Xii. 19223. x vi. 2428. 3—44. xxii. 
114. &c. 

+ Mate. aan 26, xxvii. 19. Luke x xii. 17. Ad, ii. 
38. viii. 32. 1.7 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

| vi. g-—1 26, 1 Gr. f. 7, 16, vi. 19. xii, 8. 
Theſ. v. 


J See Note (*) pag. 35. 1 Cor. vi. 14. xv. 12—22, 35 
—58, 2 Cor. iv. 14. v. 1. xiii. 4. Coloſ i. 18. itt, 1—4. 
Toe. iv. FN 16. *. 10. Jam. 1. 2% % . 
L Pet. i. 3. Rev. xx. 4—7. See alſo Matt. xxii. 29. 

I See Note (+) pag. 35. _ Rom. ii. g=—=11, 16. 1 Cor. 
iv. 6. 2 Cer. v.10. Thefſ, i. 6—11. 1 Peg. $8. 
2 Pe. in. 10, 14. "Jude x 13.. Kew. ii. 7, 10, 11, * 
26—28. iii. 5, 12, 21. Vii. 15. xiv. 11. xx. 25 12. 
xi. 6. 12, 14. > G19 


: G2 - i = 12. The 


/ 


44 — bong on Education. 


12. The. future appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, a8 

Judge of the whole human race, to allot to 

man his portion in the next life “. 

I am ſenſible this view of the Chriſtian ſcheme i 1s 
rather proper for young people, who are arrived at 
ſome ripeneſs of judgment, than for ſuch whoſe 

tender years render them unfit for reaſoning or judg- 

ing of abſtracted ſubjects. But I am convinced any 
parent or inſtructor of youth, endued with a tolerable 
gift of communicating, might, with a little ex- 
plaining here and there, cauſe any youth of about 
fifteen years of age to enter fully into all the parts 
of it. The advantages ariſing 'from explaining and 
enlarging on the paſſages of ſcripture above quoted, 
and from warmly.recommending and inſiſting on the 
duties and diſpoſitions above mentioned, are not to be 
conceived. Such methods frequently and diligently 
practiſed can hardly fail (through the bleſſing of God) 
to work the Chriſtian graces and virtues into > the very 
ſoul, and to mould and form the young and tender 
- mind to that model of perfection. | 
} Bleſſed work! Delightful raſk Heavenly employ- 
| | ment! Who would not rather deſire to improve and 
ennoble a rational, immortal mind, which from the 
firſt laying of a foundation of virtue and religion 
in it, will be ever growing more. and more perfect, 
I advancing farther and farther in all that. is truly 
iT great and worthy, and approaching more and more 
3 near to a reſemblance of its Creator, than to build a 
| tower or a city, which from the day it is finiſhed, 
1 is every hour haſtening to decay, and muſt at laſt 
= | be involved and loſt in the general and univerſal 
q | ruin of this world and all things upon it? Who 
i would not rather deſire to have the pleaſure to re- 
= flect on his death-bed, That he had had a conſider- 
3 ' able hand in directing one fellow - creature to the 
f way that leads to happineſs, and in Fenn on 


See Note (+) rag 25. 


him 
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Thoughts on Education. —_— 
him'to enter upon it, and keep ſteddily to it, than, 
That he had for the fake of his own glory or that 
of his king, involved thouſands in miſery, ſtrew'd 


the fields with carnage, and laid waſte the fair face 
of God's creation?  —_ + NES: INT LAS 


To finiſh what I intend to ſay upon a Method of 
inſtructing youth in the knowledge of revealed re- 
ligion, 1 will ſubjoin the following general view of 


the whole body of Revelation, which, if explained 


and enlarged upon properly, may ſerve to lead 
young people, come to the years of fifteen or up- 


wards, to form worthy and ſublime conceptions of 


it and of its divine Author, and excite their cu- 


ing of it. e c 
Holy Scripture contains a brief, but uniform and 
conſiſtent view (given at very diſtant ages of the 


82 to attain a perfect and particular underſtand- 


world, by many different perſons, inſpired and con- 


ducted by a Spirit who ſaw clearly through futurity) 
of all the tranſactions of ings God, that were 
proper to be revealed to mankind, with regard to 
the rational inhabitants of this world during the 


whole period of its being inhabited (at leaft by our 
| ſpecies) beginning with its firſt change from a Chaos 


to an habitable world *, and concluding with its 
being reduced again to a Chaos by fire , giving 
ſome account either hiſtorically or prophetically of 
almoſt every thing great or important that has been' 
or is to be tranſacted upon the vaſt theatre of the 


world, and opening a view beyond death and tine 
into eternity, bringing to light the world of ſpirits, 


with clear, ſublime, and rational notions of the per- 


fections of God and his will, and the duty of man- 


kind, and their means to gain happineſs, and the 
only rational and conſiſtent notions of futurity, 
that are any where to be found, and innumerable 


- ©. Gow, 3 | 4 


+ Rev. xx. 148 3 ; 
oo intereſting 
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| Intereſting truths, which no human ſagacity .could 


ever have found out, or ſo much as th t of, not 


only enlightening thoſe countries on which its direct 


beams have ſhone with their full ſplendor, but even 


in ſpite of the clouds of Heatheniſm and — 


breaking through and affording a glimmerin ng un 
hi 


to the moſt barbarous nations, without 
had been buried in total darkneſs and ts, 


as to divine and ſpiritual things. The outlines of 
the immenſe and various proſpect it exhibits, are 


| . 


The ee of this world from a Chaos to 


an habitable ſtate *. 


2. The creation of the firſt of mankind f in 4 fate 


of innocence and immortality . 


His fall from that. ſtate to one cbnowious. to 


3 
death by an act of diſobedience g. 


4. A dark prophecy of the reſtoration of. him 
and his poſterity to the favour of God and im- 
mortality (after death) by Jeſus Chriſt $. 

5. A flood ſent to deſtroy all mankind for their 
exceſſive wickedneſs, except one virtuous family i: 
a ſtanding example to all ages, of the different con- 
ſequences of obedience, and irregnlarity. | 

6. The term of man's life ſhortned on account 
of the bad uſe the antediluvians had made of its 
great length **, _ 

7. Mankind degenerating into idolatry, ſeattered 


cover the face of the earth, to prevent their 9 


up an univerſal idolatrous empire r. 
8. A particular family choſen for the ſing 
piety of Abraham its, head, to the: one true ( 


\ * 
* Gen. 1. 5 | | 


+ Bid. 26. ii. 7. 


+ 
bid. iii. 6. 

id. UI. 5, 2124. 
bid. vi. 3. xi. 1027. 
. Vid. xi. 1-10. 


* 


was to prove the ſpr 
the true God over the world. But, after all their 


amidſt the the univerſal idolatry and polytheiſm of 
all nations, and the deſcendants of it declared by 
prediction to be Gad's peculiar people, ſeparated 
from the idolatrous nations to be a light to the reſt 
of the world and to preſerve his worſhip from be- 

ing loſt, and promiſes given, that from among 


them ſhould ariſe the Reſtorer of Mankind. The 


deſcendants of Abraham by a peculiar providence 
carried into Egypt, to communicate ſomething of 
the knowledge of the true God to the people of 
that country, and by the ſame means to other 
countries, Egypt being eſteemed the mother of 
learning and arts, and having a great influence over 
the other nations. His numerous poſterity after a 
certain time brought out of Egypt again, and with 
many miraculous interpoſitions of providence con- 
ducted through a vaſt wilderneſs, and at laſt eſta- 


bliſnhed in a country aſſigned them. The antient 


Pagan inhabitants of that country driven out before 
them, as a token of God's diſpleaſure with their 
idolatry and other crimes, as a warning to the Iſ- 
raelites to avoid what they ſaw bring on their ruin, 
and as a proof to all nations, that the victorious 
God of Iſrael was the true God, and the impotent 
gods of the nations only idols. The ſame people 
appointed to be examples to all nations of God's 


goodneſs to the obedient, and his ſeverity againſt 


diſobedience. If they continued attached to the 
worſhip of the true God, they were to be a re- 
poſitary of the true religion, and if they revolted 
from him, they were, as a puniſhment, to be ſcat- 
tered abroad into all countries, and their diſperſion 
ing of the knowledge of 


diſobedience and their puniſhments, they were to be 
reſtored at laſt, and to be raiſed to higher dignity 
than ever. All which peculiar honours beſtowed 


on this people (the poſterity of Abraham) were in- 
3 2 1 8 tended 
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5 Thoughts on Babes _ 
"ante for a ſtanding proof, during a period of ne: 
oO years already, 1 30 
. of how much value in the ſight of: the ſu- 
preme Being the ſingular piety and conſtancy of 
Abraham was, and that he thought he could not (ſo 
to ſpeak) do favours enough even to the lateſt poſ- 
terity of that eminently good man, who had greatly 
ſtood up alone for the worſhip of the true God 
againſt an idolatrous world; in which. light alſo the 
ſaving of Noah and his family at the flood, and of 
Lot at the deſtruction of Sodom, are to be con- 
ſidered. A body of civil laws given to the I- 
raclites by God himſelf, who places among them 
a viſible glory, as a mark of his peculiar - preſence, 
and declares himſelf their King. and Governor. 
A body of religious ceremonies, interwoven with 
their civil polity, appointed them for many wiſe 
and uſeful reaſons, ſuch as, 1. To typify the ex- 
piation that was afterwards: to be made by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 2. To be a yoke and puniſhment to the 
Jews for their frequent deviations into idolatry. . 
To keep them always in mind of their being under 
a theocracy, to which a ſet of religious obſervances 
enjoined by law was ſuitable, 4. For the fake of 
many noble morals couched under the out ward cere- 
' monies, 5. In compliance with thoſe early and 
unimproved ages of the world, and the genius of 
that people, for whoſe groſs apprehenſions a reli- 
gion perfectly internal and ſpiritual was not proper. 
6. To keep them ſeparate from the nations 
around them, as it has always been the outward 
ceremonials of religion that have made the diſtine- 
tions; and for many other realons' too tedious to 


mention *. 
1 The | 


Gen. xii. 1=—4. Kili. 1418. Xv. 119. xvii. 1=9. 
\ X28. 15—19, Xxvi. 5. £x99. iii. 6, 8, 15. 1 . Xii. 
5 : : 2 > 21,5 


 Yhoaghts on Eduention. 49 
9. The hiſtory of that people, partly related and 


partly foretold, during a period of above 3000 years, 


in which the various viciſſitudes they underwwent are 
ſhewn to be owing to the particular interpoſition f 
providence, and are all along the immediate conſe- 
quence of their obedience or diſobedience * ; from 
which the greateſt and moſt important Moral, that 
can be conceived, may be drawn, viz. That Obe- 
dience is the way to gain the favour of God, in 
which the happineſs of all created beings conſiſts, 
and that Diſobedience is the ſure way to provoke 
his diſpleaſure, which implies in it the maſt perfect 
miſery any nation or perſon can be reduced under. 
10. A ſucceſſion of inſpired men raiſed up among 
them, to call them from time to time to their 
duty, and denounce againſt them the judgments 
which were to be the conſequence of diſobedience Þ, - 
11. Predictions given by the ſame prophets, of 


pires of the world r. V2 | # 
12. Diſperſion of the Iſraelites, according to the 
threatnings of Heaven denounced by the prophets, 
for diſobedience to their God and King 5. 25 
13. The coming of the Meſſiah, and his kingdom, 


more and more clearly held forth by predictions, 


21, 22, Xiy. 19-22. Xvi. 32—36. Rix. 4, 5, 0. xxüi. 
23, 24, 32, 33. XXiv. 16, 17. XXix. 45, 46. xxxü. 8. 
Numb. xw. 14, 15. Deut. i. 8, 30. ii. 25, 33. Ii. 22. iv. 
6, 75 Ec. vii. 2, Ee. xi. 23. x ii. Tong, e. 23 
there would be no end of quoting particular paſſages) ſeveral o 
the Pſalms, and the Prophets, St. Stephen's ſpeech, 4s vii. 
the beginning of the Epiſt. to the Rom. and that of the Heb. 
ad Lowman, of the Jewiſh Polity, Spencer, de ww Jud, 
Patr. on the O. Teſt. Hammond, Ainſworth, Joſ. Mede, Pri- 
deaux, Univerſ. Hiſt. Law's Theory of relig. Stillingfleet's 


the revolutions of moſt of the great ſtates and ems 


Orig. ſacræ, c. 


see Exod. Toſs. Fudg. 1 Sam. 2 Sam. 1 King), 2 Kings, 
1 Chron. 2 Chron. Ezra, Nehem. Eſther, and the eta. 
+ The Prophets Sam. Ja. Jerem. &c. + 


+ id. and Rev. | 


Jerem. xxxix. 


15 „ 


n ad Thoights „ Bin 


from the feſt cite: „ That che ſeed of tho 


, woman ſhould bruiſe the d of the ſerpent, 
given immediately after the fall don through a 
period of four thouſand years to thoſe plain ones 


given by Zacharias the prieſt, Simeon, Anna, and 
by John the Baptiſt his immediate forerunner; and 


thus the will of God and his important deſigns with 


regard to mankind opened by degrees, every great 
prophecy carrying on the view to the laſt glorious 


ages, till at length our Saviour himſelf comes as z 


light into the world, and carries his views and dif- 
coveries immenſely beyond all the paſt lawgivers, 


5 Philoſophers, and prophets, opening a proſpect into 
N and bringing life and immortality to light |, 


| The hiſtory of our Saviour's birth, life, 
0 des, doctrines, prophecies, death, reſumectton 


and aſcenſion ++. 
15. Records of the eſtabliſhment of his ho 


and the firm adherence of his USER in ſpite 


perſecution #, 

- 16. Addreſſes from the firſt propagators of 
Chriſtianity to their proſelytes, explaining more fully 
the doctrines of religion, and encouraging n to 


conſtancy in it F. 
15. The laſt charge of Jeſus Chriſt, the head of 


the church, to the. Overſeers: of the firſt ſocieties of 

: Chriſtians, viz, the ſeven churches of the Leſſer 

Aſia, communicated in viſion to John one of _ 
Apoſtles g. 


18. Predictions of the future ſtate of the cb 
from the apoſtolic age forward, particularly its de: 
generacy into popery, and a proſpeR or the was 
{fummation of all _ 5. 


. 1 See note (*) pag. 37. 
t, F * goſpels of Matt. Mark, 101. and Jobn. 


4 5 to Rev. 
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„ 8 0 you le o Fo to 
ae to pray, there need _ prope 5 on 
They ought to be made to conſider 
addreſſing the ſupreme Being as a duty neceſſarily 
incumbent. on all finite rational ones, ſeeing. EF | 
depend abſolutely upon Him. They ought to b 
taught to think of prayer as. the. moſt awful 
ſerious duty of religion, and as an addreſs to the 
greateſt of Beings, in whoſe preſence the very angels 
and archangels of heaven, compared with whom the 
kings of the earth are but worms, are ſaid in ſcripture 
to veil their faces, and to proſtrate themſelves before 
him. They ought by no means to be ſuffered td 
ule any words in prayer, which they do not under- 
ſtand, nor to ſay over conſtantly the ſame form by. 
rote, which creates in them a contempt of that im- 
portant exercife of religion, and makes it tedious 
and irkſome to them; bo ſhould be. furniſhed with 
variety-of matter ſuitable to their age and. under- 
ſtandings. And the prayers they uſe ought by no 
means to be of an immoderate length, a fault which 
the moſt eople ate apt to deviate into 
though one would wonder how they come to do ſo, 
ſince there are in ſcripture ſo many expreſs cautions 
againſt. it, and ſince the pattern fer by our Saviour 
himſelf is ſo remarkably ſhort, and all the others in 
ſcripture are of a very moderate length. | 
They ought alſo to be properly prepared for par- 

taking of the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, and 
taught to conſider it in its juſt light, vi. As 4 
Memorial of the Author of our religion, eſpecially 
of his death, as a public atteſtation of our being his 


diſciples and followers, and as an evidence of our 
| perfect love and benevolence for our fellow: Chriſs 


tians, 

It may OS... be expected that on this Gehen 

ſomething ſhould be ſaid on the ſubject of the fe- 

male Education. But being unwilling 70 ſwell this 
K lute. 
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| firle Tra a great deal beyond the fize I originally 


one would think, their being taught 


intended it, I ſhall fay the leſs upon the head. 
f the female part of our ſpecies are as truly ra- 
tional and accountable creatures as the 'male ſex; 
to ſpeak French, 
to write, or rather to ferawl, to work with a needle, 


to come into a room genteelly, to dreſs neatly, to 
fing or touch a ſpinnet ſkillfuly, and to dance 


- gracefully, ſhould hardly be looked upon as an 


— 


education ſufficient to qualify them for uſefulneſs in 
their proper ſphere in this world, and for happineſs 
in the world to come. Nay, I ſhould think it no 


difficult raſk to prove, That every one of the above 
accompliſhments (as they are called) except that of 


-writing, if it were done to the purpoſe, and-hand- 


ling their needle, may do them inc 
more prejudice than real ſervice, if they are not 


conſtantly kept in mind, That they are all trifling 
and contemptible in themſelves, ſerving only as or- 


naments or trappings, which may a little (and but 
a little) ſet off the leſs conſpicuous but infinitely 
more valuable beauties of the mind, to wit, Goed- 


nature, Prudence, Virtue, and Religion : and that, 


where theſe internal beauties are wanting, the out- 


fide ornaments of the perſon ferve only to make 
the defect of real inward worth the more conſpi- 


cuous. That young Ladies may in fact be _ 


ſucceſs inſtructed in principles of virtue a 

of prudence, and that they may be made to form 
very clear and rational conceptions of the doctrines 
of the Chriſtian religion, and to ſee the beauty of 
its precepts, is what I know to be practicable, be- 
cauſe J have ſeen the happy effects of ſuch pious 


and worthy labours of both parents and teachers: and 


I hope there are many inſtances of parents and teachers 


of young Ladies, who ſee their ſucceſs in fuch me- 


thods, and refolve to continue them. 8 

I have already obſerved, That it is of great con- 

ſequence to the youth of both ſexes, that they 1 
| : | : | : | | car 
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carly led into a juſt and rational way of thinking k 
things, and raught to be , 


y cautious of 
judging according to outward appearances, or the 


ſuperficial opinion of the multicude. -- Fhus, for | 
example, young ladies ought to be informed, That 
_ (contrary to the vulgar error) it is a woman's c 


duct and behaviour, not her ſha 


bob and complexion, 
that determine -her character 


value. That it ia 


the part of a woman of prudence and diſcretion to 


beſtow but very little thought on the ornaments of 


her body, and rather to endeavour after thoſe ac- 
compliſhments of the mind, which will hold our, 


4 


ration of the 


and preſerve the eſteem of her friends and the af- 


fection of her huſband after the fading charms of 


her perſon are gone. That the moſt exquiſite beauty 


ſcious of her own charms, That when a handſom 


young woman views herſelf in a glaſs, or hears 
her beauty commended, prudence ſhould direct her, 
inſtead of being puffed up with pride and ſelf-ad- 
miration, to reflect, that it is her buſineſs to take 

care that her mind be as well adorned with the 


Chriſtian graces and virtues as her face is by the 


exquiſite hand of Nature with a juſt mixture of the 
lily and the roſe ; to conſider the ſuperficial beauty 
the and others admire is every day drawing nearer - 


to old age, wrinkles, and corruption; but that the 
beauties of her mind will ſtill be improving to all 
eternity; to remember, that however amiable and 
delicate any human form may a 


ſagreeable p 


and the many nauſeous and di . 
of them ; and that if beauty is really in any degree 


valuable, it ought to fill the perſ 


with gratitude to Him, ho beſtowed it, and in- 


fpire her with the ambition of improving her mind 
5 . ſuitably, 
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is odious, where the perſon who is paſſeſſed of it 


* ſhews by her affected behaviour, that ſhe: is con- . 
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to the eye, 
there is nothing more mortifying than the conſide- 
groſs ſubſtances our bodies conſiſt of, 


on poſſeſſed of it 
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ſuitably, Bo ſo become an object the m6ſt com 
pleatly "amiable that the eye of man can behold, 
which I believe every one will own is, A woman 
whoſe perſon is adorned with unaffected beauty, 
and her mind with Good-nature, Prudence, Virtue, 
and Religion. That a nice taſte in dreſs is ables 
miſo inſtead of an accompliſhment, becauſe it is a 


; mark of ſuperior. ſenſe to deſpiſe all trifling matters, 


and to be anxious only about things of conſequence. 


That a woman's having beauty enough to ſtrike as 


many coxcombs dead at a glance as could be con- 
tained in both Vauxhall and Ranelagh, could be no 
real advantage to her: but the having her mind 
endued with ſuch amiable qualifications : as will gain 
and ſecure the affection and eſteem of one man of 
ſenſe for life, would be of the utmoſt conſequence; 
and that the deſire of gaining a multitude of ad- 


mirers, or of making conqueſts, is the very madnefs 
of folly. That Aattering a woman for her beduty, 


and pretending to gain her favour by that means, 
is more properly an. affront than a compliment, be- 


_ cauſe it ſuppoſes her ſo extremely weak, as to be 


taken with flattery, which is the very food of fools, 
and with the praiſes of what ſhe does not owe to 
herſelf, but to nature, and with the praiſes too of 
the very meaneſt accompliſhment a valuable woman 
is endued with, which is not worth commending in 
a perſon, who has any one other qualification to be 
taken notice of for. That the temptations and 
dangers, beauty expoſes a woman to, are more than 
all the advantages accruing to her from it, can 
make up for; and that it requires an uncommon 
meaſure of prudence and caution in the perſon poſ- 
ſeſſed of 1 it, to prevent one bad effect or other from 


it. 


Whenever a young lady arrives at the age of 
Twelve or Fourteen, it is high time to begin to in- 


ſtruct her how to conduct herſelf with . — 


. one another like rational creatures 


Wi on e £ a 
the * FUR, 1. don't: mean, To teach her how 
to ſet off her affected and artificial charms to the 
beſt advantage, and to practiſe a thouſand ſtudied 
arts and apiſh tricks to draw a ſer of ſuperficial fops 


about her: it is both fooliſh and baſe in a woman 
to put herſelf off for any thing elſe than what every 
woman, and every man is, vi. A creature full of in.. - 


firmity and weakneſs, and who muſt in many caſes. 
be forgiven and borne with. It is on this account, SS. 


and by this means, that ſo many marriages are un- 
fortunate, which had not been ſo, if the parties had 
been wiſe enough or honeſt enough to behave to 
ore they came. 


together. . 

It is therefore my opinion, that the youth of both 
ſexes ſhould be taught, That every thing in love- 
matters, except a rational, modeſt and cool inclina- 
tion towards the moſt happy and perfect ſtate 
known on earth, I mean, of marriage, on account 
of its various advantages and comtorts beyond a 
ſingle life, is contrary to the deſign of Heaven in 
creating the ſpecies in two ſexes, and inconſiſtent 
with the nature and preſent ſtate of mankind ; and 
that all thoſe looſe images, or romantic notions we 
have in plays, novels, and s, which ſerve 
either to inflame beaſtly deſires, or at beſt to fill 


the imagination with raptures and extaſies, which 


are altogether inconſiſtent with the calm dignity of 
a decent behaviour in the marriage ſtate, are to the 
laſt degree pernicigus and miſchievous. | 

lt is highly neceſſary that young women be 
early inſtructed” both how to behave with regard 
to the honourable lover and the crafty ſeducer. 
With the firſt plainneſs and fincerity are all that 
s neceflary, and with the latter diſtance and 
ſeverity, of behaviour; or, which is ſtill the more 
ſure way to be ſafe, downright flight: for the 


trueſt couragę in * is ſhewa by run- 


ning 
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ning away. They ſhould be taught, That for a 

- young woman to believe the flattering proteſtations 

of deſigning men, is to venture her alli againft thoſe, 

who have nothing to loſe. They ought above all 

things to be every day and every hour cautioned 

_ againſt Flattery, which is always one principal art 

that is uſed in the undoing of every young woman, 

that is undone. They ought to be forwarned, that 

every man, who perſiſts in a laviſh attendance on 

_ 4 young woman, without making honourable pro- 
a poſals to her, has certainly either a deſign upon her 
virtue, or is a fool and incapable of any deſign at 

all. And they ought to be led to conſider every 

þ man, who pretends to love and admire them, and 
| | is all the while endeavouring to ſeduce them, in the 
| | fame light- as a wolf, who (if he had the gift of 
1 ſpeech) ſhould earneſtly beg the favour of a lamb 
to come within the reach of his claws : for that 

he greatly admired his beauty and plumpneſs, and 

>, wiſhed to have the pleaſure of devouring — | 

But there is no end of the uſeful and important 
leſſons of prudence that might be taught young 
ladies, nor of the advantages they might gain by 

| them. They ſhould likewiſe, as a powerful pre- 
| ſervative againſt the inordinate love of gaiety and 
' Pleaſure, be drawn, if poſſible, to a love of reading, 
I don't mean plays, romances, or a , 
which all tend to' give their minds a wrong caſt, 

E and which they ſhould be taught to deſpiſe for the 
il falſe, bombaſtic, and unnatural conceits they are 
| generally ſtuffed with : The reading that is moſt 
proper for them (abſtracting from books on m 
and divine ſubjects) is Hiſtory, and Biography o 
the Lives of eminent men. Nor ſhould they be 
ſuffered ' to be ignorant of Geography. What has 
of been already ſaid on inſtructing the youth of the 
it -  _ other ſex in the Chriſtian religion may, with a very 
1 little variation be applicable on this head. 1 


A. 


ſufficient for mankind, 
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If, after what has been recommended to Parents 
and Inſtructors of youth, for eſtabliſhing, thoſe under 
their care in Morality and Chriſtianity, any, thing 
were to be added with a view of rendering the pains 
they have beſtowed the more effectual, I ſhould 


think the following might be likely to anſwer. very 


A 


important ends, and properly crown the whole work. 


That before a youth removes from under the eye of 
his Parent or Inſtructor, a Paper by way of letter 


be drawn, up for his uſe, by ſuch parent or teacher, 
conſiſting of, 1. An abridgment of the Maxims and 


leſſons of Prudence and Virtue that have been taught 
him. 2. A brief view of the Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity. . 3. An abſtract of the moſt 
forcible and convincing Arguments for the truth of 
Chriſtianity. 4. Some warm and pathetic Exhor- 


tations to endeavour after a ſteddy and univerſal con 


formity to the laws of the Chriſtian religion. 5. 
Cautions againſt the dangers incident to youth from 


the prevalence of Deiſm *, from the ſnares of plea-- 


FF: ure, * 


* The danger to be ſure is not great, leſt thoſe profound phi- 
loſophers- the modern Deiſts ſhould. gain many proſelytes, ex- 
cept among people of their own pitch of underſtanding. But 
youth, who have not had their belief of Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed * 
in a convincing manner upon a. thorough knowledge of its 
evidences, | are liable to be drawn aſide by the molt 
wretched ſophiſtry, They ought therefore to be forewarned 
and prepared for the cavils (poor and feeble as they are) of 
that unhappy ſet of men, who reaſon as a perſon might be ex- 
pected to do, who was born with the wrong ſide of his brain 
upwards ; and may be ſafely told, That the following are to 
or three of their moſt formidable arguments againſt the Chriſ- 
tian religion.” “ That it can nev@ ſignify much, whether” 


* mankind believe or reject the Chriſtian faith, if their practice 


„be right.” Which is much about as good ſenſe as to ſay, It 
is no great matter, whether the moſt effectual method that can 
be imagined, for compaſſing a deſign, be taken, fo the deſign 
be compaſſed, or That it does not m̃uch ſignify, in raiſing a 
ſtructure, whether a good foundation be laid or not, ſo the 
ſtructare be raiſed. Again, That the light of Reaſon is 

and that Revelation is of no 225 
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. fure, honour, or riches, and from the infection of 
| bad company. \»; Directions, in caſe of a fatal de- 
fection from virtue and religion, how to recover 
and return again to the way of truth; and cautions 
againſt the too common and deſtructive 2 of 
| 1 putting off repentance till old age and a death- bed; 
FE and what other particulars may ſeem to the. diſcre- 
tion of every Parent or Inſtructor of youth likely to 
be beneficial. This Letter, if I might adviſe, ſhould. 
be written with the hand of the parent, or perſon, 
who has had the care of the youth, and a promiſe 
defired of him, as a laſt and parting favour, That 
he would conſtantly, while he lived, continue to 
give it a fair reading a certain number of times 
6 every year; once a quarter, or the like. I am per- 
8 fuaded, that any thing written and given to a youth 
vi by a perſon, whom he formerly knew intimately, 
and was uſed to think of with eſteem and love, 
_. muſt to the laſt day of his life have a more power- 
ful effect in keeping him ſteddy to his duty, or in 
calling him back to it, in caſe of a defection from 
it, than a much more elaborate compoſition of 
a perſon, who was a ſtranger to him, or who had 
| * of uſe, and therefore ought to be rejected. Which, ſetting 
$ aſide its being found by experience, That the-ight of Reaſon 
„ | and Revelation both are not too much, is to the ſame purpoſe” 
. as to ſay, The naked eye is ſufficient to ſhew us, that there are 
11 planets in the sky, and therefore Teleſcopes are of no man- 
= - ner of uſe in aſtronomy, though they may fhew us many ſur- 
it prizing phenomena in each of them, that never were thought: 
| of before the invention of that noble inſtrument. That 
8 . | « Morality is all, and 1 the, rejection of a particular 
. | * revelation can never be*diſpleafing in the fight of God.“ As 
| i if it was not as much an Immorality and as criminal in the fight 
1 of God to oppoſe, or even to neglect what comes with all the 
ö characters, internal and external, of a revelation from Him, as 
* to injure one's neighbour. That Chriſtianity cannot be a 
1 - + revelation from God, elfe it had been communicated with 
| 


1 equal advantage to all mankind.“ Which is as | 
| left-handed arguing, as to ſay, That Reaſon cannot be the 
gift of God, elſe it had been communicated with equal advan- 
tages to every Idiot as to Sir Iſaac Newton. : 

| 2 „Written 
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piece not immediately for his par- _ 


ticular-.uſe, . And, as to thoſe parents, who may 
not have the proper leiſure or abilities they can 
but apply for aſſiſtance to any judicious perſon © 
either of the clergy or laity, of which it is to be 
hoped there are every where numbers, who would 
gladly be employed in ſuch woran. 
Thus have 1 (my dear Countrymen) in the fin- 
cerity and honeſty of a heart that deſires no greater 
happineſs than an' opportunity of doing you ſervice, 
laid before you a few incorrect and unpoliſhed, but, 
I hope, not improper or unneceſſary obſervations 
on a ſubject, which truly ſeems to me worthy, in 
this preſent age, of a much more ſufficient hand, 
If what is here publiſhed ſhould give the hint to 
ſuch an one, to do complete juſtice to the ſubject, 
it will give me a peculiar pleaſure. And if any 
perſon diſpoſed to ſet the public right in any 
particular point I may have miſled them in, will 
do it in the ſame ſpirit of candour as the above was 
written in, he is ſure before-hand at leaſt of my 
hamm 
Methinks to Parents there ſhould be no great 
occaſion for any pathetic intreaties, to move them 
to diligence in endeavouring to promote the hap- 
pineſs of their own offspring both here and here- 
after; if the ties of natural affection do not engage 
them to their own fleſh and blood, it is not any 
thing I can ſay, that will be of any influence with _ 
them. Nor indeed will any arguments be of weight 
with thoſe Inſtructors of y whom the terrors 
of a day of account will not move to endeavour to 
acquit themſelves faithfully. Some Parents' there 
are, who, either from want of leiſure, of a faculty 
of expreſſing themſelves, and communicating what 
they | or of a proper education, are not in 2 
capacity to be very uſeful to their chiidren in the 
ways [ have been recommending : but (as is * | 
2 1 e } 
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ſaid) we have 4+ reaſon to bleſs the Divine pr ovide - 25 
that there are not many places in Britain where any 
parent, who is deſirous to have His children inftras | 
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ed in principles of Virtue and Religion, can "Ye 


wholly at a loſs for proper aſſiſtance; And, as ik 8 


not to be ſuppoſed, any perſon ſhould take 
the charge of inſtructing youth, 'who is n 
Alf i in ſome meaſure a roo boch NE pr 
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fuch perſon neglects the inſtruction of thoſe, 
are under his care, in principles 'of Moraes ol | 
Chriſtianity, or commits it to any 'other who, for 


. ought he knows, may neglect it too, he will, Lam 


afraid, be found one day without excuſe. 

And now, having ſaid what I thought would be 
proper on this occaſion, to give me an opportunity 
of doing my beſt for your ſervice and advantage 
what remains, I mean the ſucceſs of this weak at- 


_ tempt, muſt be left to the grace of God, and 0 


ou willingneſs to liſten to well-meant advice,” 
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